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VORKI NG DRAFT

HOUSE BI LL NO

Wom ng state hospital psychiatrists-recruitnment.
Sponsored bhy: Select Conmittee on Mental Health and
Subst ance Abuse Services
A BILL
for
AN ACT relating to the departnment of health; authorizing
the Wom ng state hospital, with assistance fromthe office
of rural health, to recruit and hire psychiatrists as
speci fi ed; aut hori zi ng educat i onal | oan f orgi veness;
authorizing the office of rural health to admnister the
| oan forgiveness program requiring rulenmaking; conformng
a provision; providing an appropriation; and providing for

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Woni ng:

Section 1. WS. 9-2-125 is created to read:

9-2-118. Psychiatrist |oan repaynment program
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(a) The Womng state hospital is authorized, wth
assistance from the office of rural health, to hire and
enter into agreenents with psychiatrists who have graduated
from accredited residency prograns to provide health care
in this state. A psychiatrist hired under this section
shall be an enployee of the Womng state hospital. The
agreenent between the state hospital and the psychiatrist

shal | :

(i) Provide for the psychiatrist to practice
psychiatric medicine in a conmunity of the state as
directed by the state hospital. A psychiatrist shall agree
to provide psychiatric nedical care for the period of the
contract in underserved areas of the state to patients in
need of acute psychiatric care which the psychiatrist is
qualified to provide. The state hospital shall determ ne

whi ch areas of the state are underserved;

(ii) Provide that the psychiatrist shall be
repaid up to one hundred thousand dollars ($100, 000.00) of
t he anount of out st andi ng educat i onal | oans t he
psychiatrist has acquired after conpleting undergraduate

prograns and as a direct result of nedical school training
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in exchange for practicing his profession under the terns

of this section;

(iii) Require the psychiatrist to practice for a

m ni mrum of four (4) years under the agreenent;

(iv) Contain other provisions the state hospital
deens necessary or appropriate to acconplish the purposes

of this section.

(b) The Woning state hospital, in consultation with
the office of rural heal th, shall pronul gate rules
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. In

carrying out this section the state hospital shall assess
health care needs of the state by geographic areas and
practice specialties and shall prioritize and enter into

agreenents under this section accordingly.

Section 2. WS, 9-2-117(a)(v) is anmended to read:

9-2-117. Ofice of rural health care created; duties.

(a) The office of rural health care is created within
t he departnent of health. The office shall:

3
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(v) Adm nister the loan repaynent pr ogr ans

created by WS. 9-2-118, and 9-2-119 and 9- 2- 125;

Section 3.

(a) There is appropriated from the general fund to
t he departnment of health for the biennium beginning July 1,
2006, three mllion two hundred fifty-five thousand doll ars
(%3, 255, 000.00), or as nmuch thereof as necessary, to
recruit, hire and pay salaries for not nobre than seven

psychi atrists under this act, to be expended as foll ows:

(i) One hundr ed five t housand dol | ars

($105, 000.00) for recruitnment and rel ocati on expenses;

(ii1) Two mllion four hundred fifty thousand

dol I ars ($2, 450, 000.00) for salaries; and

(ii) Seven hundr ed t housand dol l ars
($700, 000.00) for the educational |oan forgiveness program

aut hori zed by this act.
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(b) The departnent of health is authorized seven (7)
full -time equivalent positions to hire psychiatrists to

work for the Wom ng state hospital under this act.

Section 4. This act is effective July 1, 2006.

( END)



