




 

 

STATEMENT OF REASONS 

 

CHAPTER 40 

 

REGULATION GOVERNING COMMERCIAL GAME BIRD FARMS 

 
 House Enrolled Act No. 91 (HEA No. 91) of the Sixty-Fourth Legislature of the State of 

Wyoming, 2017 General Session created W. S. § 23-5-111 and modified § 23-3-108, § 23-3-116, 

§ 23-5-102, § 23-5-104 and § 23-5-106.  HEA No. 91 modified the game bird farm licensing 

provisions related to the release of game birds.  

 

  Wyoming Statutes § 23-5-101 through § 23-5-111 provide statutory authority of the 

Commission regarding the regulation and licensing of commercial game bird farms.  W. S. § 23-5-

104(c) has been modified with regard to the number of game birds that shall be released each year 

on a licensed game bird farm. 

 

 Section 1, Authority, has been edited to include the new and modified statutes included in 

HEA No. 91.   

 

 Section 10, Release of Birds, has been modified to reflect the changes to W. S. § 23-5-104.     
 

 Minor grammatical and formatting edits have been incorporated to provide additional clarity 

but do not change the intent of the rules and regulations.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  David Dewald, Senior Assistant Attorney General 

 

FROM: Mike Choma, Wildlife Law Enforcement Supervisor 

 

COPY TO: Brian Nesvik, Scott Edberg, Doug Brimeyer and Terri Weinhandl 

 

SUBJECT: Changes Made as a Result of Public Comment, Chapter 40, Regulation Governing 

Commercial Game Bird Farms 

 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (Department) conducted one (1) public meeting in 

Casper to present this draft regulation proposal to the public.  A webcast meeting was also 

conducted and made available on the Department website for public viewing throughout the 

remainder of the comment period.   The draft regulation proposal was available for review and 

public comment through the Department website.   

 

As a result of these efforts, the Department received one (1) written comment that did not 

address the proposed regulation change.  The Department made no changes to this draft 

regulation as a result of public comment.     

 

 

      

 



WGFD Web Comment Report 

Chapter 40, Regulation Governing Commercial Game Bird Farms 

 

  
 

     
    

 

 

 

 
 
 

Are breedersgoing to be charged for eggs, as these are "property"of the state, and in this case how can 
they legally sell any offsprings?  

 

    
 
Final Comment 

 
Pallister, Cynthia 

 
Buffalo, WY 

 
6/14/2017 2:12:00 PM 
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CHAPTER 40 
 

REGULATION GOVERNING COMMERCIAL GAME BIRD FARMS 

 

 

 Section 1.  Authority. This regulation is promulgated under authority of Wyoming 

Statutes § 23-1-101, § 23-1-103, § 23-1-302, § 23-3-108 through § 23-3-116, § 23-5-101 through 

§ 23-5-111 and § 23-6-111. 

 

 Section 2.  Definitions.  Definitions will be as set forth in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, 

Commission regulations, and the Commission adopts the following definitions:  

 

 (a)   “Certificate of Veterinary Inspection” means an official health certificate.  It shall 

be a legible record covering the requirements of the State of Wyoming as listed in Wyoming 

Game & Fish Commission Regulation Chapter 10, Regulation For Importation, Possession, 

Confinement, Transportation, Sale And Disposition of Live Wildlife and as recorded on an 

official form from the state of origin and approved by the animal health official of the state of 

origin, or an approved form of the United States Department of Agriculture which shall be issued 

by an accredited licensed veterinarian. Certificates of veterinary inspection shall be issued to 

comply in all respects with requirements of the State of Wyoming.  The certificate of veterinary 

inspection shall delineate the total number of game birds covered by the certificate.  It shall 

indicate the health status of the game birds involved, including dates and results of required tests 

and vaccinations, the mailing addresses of the consignor and consignee, the origin of the game 

birds, their actual Wyoming destination, and an accurate description including proper taxonomic 

identification with genus and species names.  It shall designate the individual game bird number, 

or similar individual identification of each game bird. 

 

 (b)   “Continuous Tract of Land”  means one parcel of fee land, except as may be 

divided by a public road, highway or a railroad right of way, which is either entirely owned by 

the game bird farm licensee or which is fee land entirely controlled by the applicant by a five (5) 

year lease or written agreement. 

 

 (c)  “Game Birds” means live birds and viable eggs of all grouse, partridge, pheasants, 

quail and migratory game bird species. 

 

 (d)  “Game Bird Certificate of Origin” means a sworn statement signed by the owner 

or manager of game birds originating from premises operated by them that said premises are free 

of infectious, contagious or communicable diseases including, but not limited to, Newcastle 

Disease, pullorum, avian cholera, avian tuberculosis, duck viral enteritis and west nile virus, and 

the premises have been disease free for at least the immediately preceding twelve (12) 

consecutive months.  

 

 (e)   “Holding Facility(ies)” or “facility” means the physical structure designed to 

confine and handle live game birds.  The holding facility shall be defined by legal description to 

the quarter/quarter (1/4-1/4) section where live game birds shall be possessed or confined. 
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 (f)   “Legal Fence” means a fence made of steel, concrete or sound wooden posts and 

three (3) spans of barbed wire not more than fifteen (15) inches or less than ten (10) inches apart, 

or two (2) spans of barbed wire with a wooden rail on top.  Wooden posts shall be at least four 

(4) inches in diameter.  Posts shall be set firmly in the ground at least twenty (20) inches deep, at 

no greater distance apart than twenty-two (22) feet between the posts or thirty-three (33) feet 

with at least two (2) iron or wooden stays between the posts.  Stays shall be placed equal 

distance apart from themselves and the post on either side: 

 

 A post and board fence made of sound posts not less than four (4) inches in diameter set 

substantially in the ground not more than ten (10) feet apart, with three (3) boards sold as 

one (1) inch lumber eight (8) inches wide, and not more than ten (10) inches apart, or 

four (4) boards sold as one (1) inch lumber six (6) inches wide, not more than eight (8) 

inches apart, securely fastened with nails or otherwise; 

 

 A four (4) pole fence with round poles not less than two (2) inches in diameter at the 

small end, with either upright or leaning posts not more than sixteen (16) feet apart, and 

securely fastened with nails, wires or otherwise; or, 

 

 All other fences made and constructed of boards, rails, poles, stones, hedge plants or 

other material which upon evidence is declared to be as strong and well calculated to 

protect enclosures, and is as effective for resisting breaching stock as those described in 

this definition shall be considered a lawful fence. 

 

 (g)   “Office of the Game and Fish Department” means the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department, Permitting, Wildlife Division, whose mailing address is 5400 Bishop Boulevard, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82006-0001. 

 

 (h)   “Posted as a Private Game Bird Farm” means the placement and maintenance of 

legible signs with the wording Private Game Bird Farm at all entrances, gates or cattle guards on 

roads entering the licensed game bird farm property. 

 

 (i)   “Quarantine” means a holding facility constructed to prevent contact between 

quarantined game birds and any other animals, to prevent escape of quarantined game birds, and 

to allow humane restraint and handling of quarantined game birds approved in advance by the 

Office of the Game and Fish Department; or the period of time during which a game bird(s) is 

confined in a quarantine facility.   

 

 (j)   “Pre-Entry Quarantine” means a quarantine facility in the state of origin of game 

birds to be imported.  The quarantine facility shall be approved in advance by the Office of the 

Game and Fish Department or the Department's designated animal health official in the state of 

origin of game birds to be imported.  Usually pre-entry quarantine is on the premises of origin.  

Pre-entry quarantine is always the last place of confinement immediately before game birds are 

shipped directly to Wyoming; or, the period of time during which a game bird(s) is confined in a 

pre-entry quarantine facility. 
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 (k)   “Post-entry quarantine” means a quarantine facility in Wyoming approved in 

advance by the Office of the Game and Fish Department.  Usually post-entry quarantine is on the 

premises of destination.  Post-entry quarantine is always the first place of confinement after 

game birds are shipped directly to Wyoming; or the period of time during which a game bird(s) 

is confined in a post-entry quarantine facility. 

 

 (l)   “Special Competitive Game Bird Hunt” means a competitive game bird hunt held 

on a licensed game bird farm and approved by the Department. The competitive game bird hunt 

shall include:  judges, trainers, dog owners and/or handlers, dogs bred for the hunting of game 

birds, advertised date(s) and location(s), and a sponsor.  Special competitive game bird hunts 

shall not be approved for more than a three (3) consecutive day time period.   

 

 Section 3.  Application for License.   

 

 (a)   Any person desiring to operate a game bird farm shall make application on forms 

provided by the Department.  A map and legal description to the quarter (1/4) section of all fee 

lands to be included in the game bird farm shall be provided.  If fee lands are leased, a copy of 

the five (5) year lease agreement shall also be included with the application form.  The applicant 

shall provide the name of the genus and species of all game birds to be possessed, bred, 

propagated, hunted, killed or sold from the lands described in this section.  The applicant shall 

provide how the game birds are to be disposed of (hunted, killed or sold).  It shall be a violation 

of this regulation for the game bird farm licensee to possess, breed, propagate, hunt, kill, sell or 

otherwise dispose of any species of game birds not listed on the application and approved by the 

Office of the Game and Fish Department. 

 

 (b)   A person may request to amend a game bird farm application by submitting a 

written request to the Game Warden in whose district the game bird farm is located.  The 

amendment shall specify the requested changes to the original Game Bird Farm application.  The 

amendment request shall be reviewed by the Department and approved or denied.  If the 

amendment requests a species of game bird that occurs on the property, the game bird farm 

applicant shall abide by Section 9 of this regulation. 

 

 (c)   The operation of a licensed game bird farm shall not be contrary to, or in violation 

of any State, County or Municipal laws, regulations or private covenants.  

 

 Section 4.  Certificate of Origin.   

 

 (a)   Prior to importation of any game bird(s) from any out of state source, a game bird 

certificate of origin shall be completed and submitted to the Office of the Game and Fish 

Department.  The sworn statement signed by the owner or operator of the out of state source 

shall verify that game birds are originating from premises free of infectious, contagious or 

communicable diseases and have been disease free for at least twelve (12) consecutive months 

immediately preceding importation of the game birds into the State.    
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 Section 5.  Disease Free Certification. 

 

 (a)   The Department shall require a certificate of veterinary inspection for all game 

birds imported into Wyoming.  The game bird farm licensee shall apply to the Department for 

copies of the inspection procedures to be followed and copies of the requirements of the 

Department as to the type of disease free certification which shall be furnished.  A copy of the 

certificate of veterinary inspection shall be forwarded immediately to the animal health official 

of the state of origin for approval and transmittal to the Wyoming State Veterinarian and Office 

of the Game and Fish Department.  A copy shall accompany and be in the possession of the 

driver or person in possession of game birds shipped into or in any manner transported into 

Wyoming.  The certificate of veterinary inspection shall contain the names and addresses of the 

consignor and consignee, total number of game birds covered by the certificate, health status of 

the game birds involved including dates and results of required tests and vaccinations, the origin 

of the game birds, the Wyoming destination to where the game birds shall be shipped, and an 

accurate description including proper taxonomic identification with genus and species names of 

the game birds.  A certificate of veterinary inspection shall be valid for ten (10) days 

immediately following date of inspection and issuance.  A certificate of veterinary inspection 

shall be issued to comply in all respects with the requirements of the State of Wyoming which 

are found in Commission Regulation Chapter 10, Regulation For Importation, Possession, 

Confinement, Transportation, Sale And Disposition Of Live Wildlife. 

 

 (b)   All game birds acquired, propagated, received, purchased, held, released, 

harvested or sold shall be maintained disease free in accordance with Department requirements.  

All facilities utilized in the game bird farm shall be maintained so as to prohibit the acquisition, 

spread or transmittal of diseases.  Game birds held in captivity which become diseased shall 

immediately be destroyed or placed under the professional care of a veterinarian licensed in the 

State of Wyoming and such incident reported immediately to the Department by the game bird 

farm licensee.  Department personnel may inspect facilities or game birds to insure they meet 

disease free requirements.  If facilities or game birds are found not to meet Department 

requirements, or if diseased game birds present a threat to the wildlife of the State, the 

Department may order such action as necessary, including quarantine or destruction of game 

birds, sterilization of enclosures and facilities, cessation of activities and disposal of the diseased 

game birds in a manner satisfactory to the Department.  The Department may refuse to lift the 

quarantine or refuse to allow operation of the game bird farm until such time as the facilities or 

game birds meet disease free requirements.  When it is shown the facilities or game birds meet 

disease free requirements, the Department may lift the quarantine.   

 

 Section 6.  Holding Facility(ies).  Before a license is issued to operate a game bird farm, 

Department personnel shall review the applicant's proposed holding facility(ies) taking into 

consideration the species applied for, the number of game birds requested, the welfare of the 

game birds to be possessed, the purpose(s) for which the game birds shall be held and to insure 

adequate protection for Wyoming's wildlife resources.  Holding facilities shall be constructed to 

meet Department approval prior to importation or possession of live game birds. 
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 Section 7.  Notification and Disposition of Diseased Game Birds.  The licensee or 

his/her authorized agent shall notify the Department within twenty-four (24) hours of having 

reason to believe that game birds held under a license pursuant to this regulation may have been 

exposed to or contracted a contagious disease or parasite.  It shall be a violation of this regulation 

to remove game birds exposed to or which have contracted a contagious disease or parasite from 

the holding facility(ies) without prior authorization from the Department. 

 

 Section 8.  Identification Requirements.  Before a license is issued to operate a game 

bird farm, the applicant shall register with the Department the type of identifying leg or wing 

band to be placed on the game birds.  The type of leg or wing band shall depend upon the type 

and age of the game bird.  The Department shall make the final determination as to the suitability 

of the tag before attachment.   

 

 Section 9.  Purchase of Game Birds Occurring on Proposed Game Bird Farm 

Lands.  Upon the execution of a proper application for a game bird farm license where game 

birds occur on the lands to be utilized, the applicant shall pay the Department fifteen dollars 

($15.00) for each game bird of the species to be licensed which are determined to be upon the 

lands initially licensed as a game bird farm.  If the same lands have been licensed as a game bird 

farm within the three (3) previous years by the same person, for the same species of game birds 

and the lands are determined to be marginal or unsuitable habitat by the Department for that 

species of game birds, the applicant shall not have to determine the number of game birds, nor 

pay for those game birds found on the previously licensed lands.  

 

 Section 10. Release of Birds.  Each licensee shall release a minimum of one-hundred 

(100) game birds of the species approved by the Department each year on the licensed premises.  

The one hundred (100) game birds shall be released in the twelve (12) consecutive month period 

commencing April 2 and ending April 1 of the next year.  A release shall be substantiated with 

written records.  Licensees who sell, but do not hunt game birds, shall be exempt from the 

minimum game bird release requirement. 

 

 Section 11. Records.  A licensee shall maintain on the premises of the game bird farm or 

at his/her residence legible, current, accurate and complete records on forms provided by the 

Department of the species and the number of game birds received, shipped, purchased, reared, 

released, disposed of, killed or sold.  Records shall include names, addresses of all recipients, 

purchasers, suppliers and hunters, the license number of all hunters, the date of each transaction 

and the number and species of game birds reared and released on the game bird farm.  Records 

for special competitive game bird hunts shall include the names and addresses of all participants, 

and the number and species of all game birds taken during special competitive game bird hunts 

held on the licensed game bird farms.  Records shall be produced upon demand of any 

Department enforcement officer.  All records shall be submitted to the Regional Wildlife 

Supervisor in their respective Region by April 15 of each year for activities which occurred 

during the term of the license. 

 

 Section 12.  Inspection by Department Personnel.  Any person issued a license under 

this regulation shall, during the term of the license and for a period of sixty (60) days after 
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expiration of the game bird farm license, allow inspection of records, holding facilities, signing 

and game birds by Department law enforcement personnel during reasonable hours. 

 

 Section 13.  Disposal of Game Birds if License is not Renewed.  Should a licensee fail 

to renew his/her license for any reason, all game birds held in captivity on the premises shall be 

disposed of within sixty (60) days after expiration of the game bird farm license.  After this sixty 

(60) day period, all game birds on the premises shall become property of the State and may be 

disposed of by the Department in the best interest of the Department. 

 

 Section 14.  Revocation of License.  Failure to maintain required records, acquire game 

bird certificate of origin, acquire certificate of veterinary inspection or maintain disease free 

facilities and game birds is just cause for revocation of a game bird farm license by the 

Commission.  Revocation of a license by the Commission shall be carried out in compliance with 

Commission Regulation Chapter 27 Rules of Practice Governing Contested Cases Before The 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. 

 

 Section 15.  Special Competitive Game Bird Hunts. The Department, in compliance 

with statutory and regulatory provisions, may approve special competitive game bird hunts on 

licensed game bird farms as set forth in this section.  Individuals participating in an approved 

special competitive game bird hunt are not required to obtain a valid Wyoming game bird 

hunting license prior to taking game birds during an approved special competitive game bird 

hunt.    
  

(a)   Applications for special competitive game bird hunts shall be submitted on a form 

provided by the Department, to the Game Warden in whose district the game bird farm is located 

not less than twenty (20) days prior to the special competitive game bird hunt.  The application 

for a special competitive game bird hunt shall include: the applicant’s name, address and phone 

number; the name, address and current year’s license number of the licensed game bird farm 

where the hunt will occur; the name of the sponsor; the date(s) of the hunt; the number and 

species and source of game birds to be utilized, and the estimated number of participants.  

 

  (b)   Approved special competitive game bird hunts may be held on any licensed game 

bird farm throughout the calendar year except as provided in this subsection.   To protect natural 

game bird populations, special competitive game bird hunts may not be approved during the time 

period April 1 through July 31 of each year on licensed game bird farms where Department 

personnel document natural reproduction of any game bird species.    

 

(c)   Only the species of game bird approved by the Department on the licensed game 

bird farm may be taken during any special competitive game bird hunt. 

 

(d)   Participants may possess game birds taken during a special competitive game bird 

hunt provided each participant possessing game birds has in possession a receipt issued by the  

permit holder providing the name of the person receiving the game birds, the number and species 

of game birds in possession and the date the birds were possessed.  
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      WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

       

      Keith Culver, President 

 

Dated:  August 23, 2017 
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WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

 

CHAPTER 40 
 

REGULATION GOVERNING COMMERCIAL GAME BIRD FARMS 

 

 

 Section 1.  Authority. This regulation is promulgated under authority of W.SWyoming 

Statutes § 23-1-101, § 23-1-103, W.S. § 23-1-302, W.S. § 23-3-108 through § 23-3-116, § 23-5-

101, W.S. § 23-5-102, W.S. § 23-5-103, W.S. § 23-5-104, W.S. § 23-5-105, W.S. § 23-5-106, 

W.S. § 23-5-107, W.S. § 23-5-108, W.S. § 23-5-110 through § 23-5-111 and W.S. § 23-6-111. 

 

 Section 2.  Definitions.  Definitions will be as set forth in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, 

Commission regulations, and the Commission adopts the following definitions:  

 

 (a)   “Certificate of Veterinary Inspection” means an official health certificate.  It shall 

be a legible record covering the requirements of the State of Wyoming as listed in Wyoming 

Game & Fish Commission Regulation Chapter 10, Regulation For Importation, Possession, 

Confinement, Transportation, Sale And Disposition Of Live Wildlife and as recorded on an 

official form from the state of origin and approved by the animal health official of the state of 

origin, or an approved form of the United States Department of Agriculture which shall be issued 

by an accredited licensed veterinarian. Certificates of veterinary inspection shall be issued to 

comply in all respects with requirements of the State of Wyoming.  The certificate of veterinary 

inspection shall delineate the total number of game birds covered by the certificate.  It shall 

indicate the health status of the game birds involved, including dates and results of required tests 

and vaccinations, the mailing addresses of the consignor and consignee, the origin of the game 

birds, their actual Wyoming destination, and an accurate description including proper taxonomic 

identification with genus and species names.  It shall designate the individual game bird number, 

or similar individual identification of each game bird. 

 

 (b)   “Continuous Tract of Land”  means one parcel of fee land, except as may be 

divided by a public road, highway or a railroad right of way, which is either entirely owned by 

the game bird farm licensee or which is fee land entirely controlled by the applicant by a five (5) 

year lease or written agreement. 

 

 (c)  “Game Birds” means live birds and viable eggs of all grouse, partridge, pheasants, 

quail and migratory game bird species. 

 

 (d)  “Game Bird Certificate of Origin” means a sworn statement signed by the owner 

or manager of game birds originating from premises operated by them that said premises are free 

of infectious, contagious or communicable diseases including, but not limited to, Newcastle 

Disease, pullorum, avian cholera, avian tuberculosis, duck viral enteritis and west nile virus, and 

the premises have been disease free for at least the immediately preceding twelve (12) 

consecutive months.  
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 (e)   “Holding Facility(ies)” or “facility” means the physical structure designed to 

confine and handle live game birds.  The holding facility shall be defined by legal description to 

the quarter/quarter (1/4 1/4) section where live game birds shall be possessed or confined. 

 

 (f)   “Legal Fence” means a fence made of steel, concrete or sound wooden posts and 

three (3) spans of barbed wire not more than fifteen (15) inches or less than ten (10) inches apart, 

or two (2) spans of barbed wire with a wooden rail on top.  Wooden posts shall be at least four 

(4) inches in diameter.  Posts shall be set firmly in the ground at least twenty (20) inches deep, at 

no greater distance apart than twenty-two (22) feet between the posts or thirty-three (33) feet 

with at least two (2) iron or wooden stays between the posts.  Stays shall be placed equal 

distance apart from themselves and the post on either side: 

 

 A post and board fence made of sound posts not less than four (4) inches in diameter set 

substantially in the ground not more than ten (10) feet apart, with three (3) boards sold as 

one (1) inch lumber eight (8) inches wide, and not more than ten (10) inches apart, or 

four (4) boards sold as one (1) inch lumber six (6) inches wide, not more than eight (8) 

inches apart, securely fastened with nails or otherwise; 

 

 A four (4) pole fence with round poles not less than two (2) inches in diameter at the 

small end, with either upright or leaning posts not more than sixteen (16) feet apart, and 

securely fastened with nails, wires or otherwise; or, 

 

 All other fences made and constructed of boards, rails, poles, stones, hedge plants or 

other material which upon evidence is declared to be as strong and well calculated to 

protect enclosures, and is as effective for resisting breaching stock as those described in 

this definition shall be considered a lawful fence. 

 

 (g)   “Office of the Game and Fish Department” means the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department, Permitting, Wildlife Division, whose mailing address is 5400 Bishop Boulevard, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82006-0001. 

 

 (h)   “Posted as a Private Game Bird Farm” means the placement and maintenance of 

legible signs with the wording Private Game Bird Farm at all entrances, gates or cattle guards on 

roads entering the licensed game bird farm property. 

 

 (i)   “Quarantine” means a holding facility constructed to prevent contact between 

quarantined game birds and any other animals, to prevent escape of quarantined game birds, and 

to allow humane restraint and handling of quarantined game birds approved in advance by the 

Office of the Game and Fish Department; or the period of time during which a game bird(s) is 

confined in a quarantine facility.   

 

 (j)   “Pre-Entry Quarantine” means a quarantine facility in the state of origin of game 

birds to be imported.  The quarantine facility shall be approved in advance by the Office of the 

Game and Fish Department or the Department's designated animal health official in the state of 

origin of game birds to be imported.  Usually pre-entry quarantine is on the premises of origin.  

Pre-entry quarantine is always the last place of confinement immediately before game birds are 
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shipped directly to Wyoming; or, the period of time during which a game bird(s) is confined in a 

pre-entry quarantine facility. 

 

 (k)   “Post-entry quarantine” means a quarantine facility in Wyoming approved in 

advance by the Office of the Game and Fish Department.  Usually post-entry quarantine is on the 

premises of destination.  Post-entry quarantine is always the first place of confinement after 

game birds are shipped directly to Wyoming; or the period of time during which a game bird(s) 

is confined in a post-entry quarantine facility. 

 

 (l)   “Special Competitive Game Bird Hunt” means a competitive game bird hunt held 

on a licensed game bird farm and approved by the Department. The competitive game bird hunt 

shall include:  judges, trainers, dog owners and/or handlers, dogs bred for the hunting of game 

birds, advertised date(s) and location(s), and a sponsor.  Special competitive game bird hunts 

shall not be approved for more than a three (3) consecutive day time period.   

 

 Section 3.  Application for License.   

 

 (a)   Any person desiring to operate a game bird farm shall make application on forms 

provided by the Department.  A map and legal description to the quarter (1/4) section of all fee 

lands to be included in the game bird farm shall be provided.  If fee lands are leased, a copy of 

the five (5) year lease agreement shall also be included with the application form.  The applicant 

shall provide the name of the genus and species of all game birds to be possessed, bred, 

propagated, hunted, killed or sold from the lands described in this section.  The applicant shall 

provide how the game birds are to be disposed of (hunted, killed or sold).  It shall be a violation 

of this regulation for the game bird farm licensee to possess, breed, propagate, hunt, kill, sell or 

otherwise dispose of any species of game birds not listed on the application and approved by the 

Office of the Game and Fish Department. 

 

 (b)   A person may request to amend a game bird farm application by submitting a 

written request to the Game Warden in whose district the game bird farm is located.  The 

amendment shall specify the requested changes to the original Game Bird Farm application.  The 

amendment request shall be reviewed by the Department and approved or denied.  If the 

amendment requests a species of game bird that occurs on the property, the game bird farm 

applicant shall abide by Section 9 of this regulation. 

 

 (c)   The operation of a licensed game bird farm shall not be contrary to, or in violation 

of any State, County or Municipal laws, regulations or private covenants.  

 

 Section 4.  Certificate of Origin.   

 

 (a)   Prior to importation of any game bird(s) from any out of state source, a game bird 

certificate of origin shall be completed and submitted to the Office of the Game and Fish 

Department.  The sworn statement signed by the owner or operator of the out of state source 

shall verify that game birds are originating from premises free of infectious, contagious or 

communicable diseases and have been disease free for at least twelve (12) consecutive months 

immediately preceding importation of the game birds into the State.    
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 Section 5.  Disease Free Certification. 

 

 (a)   The Department shall require a certificate of veterinary inspection for all game 

birds imported into Wyoming.  The game bird farm licensee shall apply to the Department for 

copies of the inspection procedures to be followed and copies of the requirements of the 

Department as to the type of disease free certification which shall be furnished.  A copy of the 

certificate of veterinary inspection shall be forwarded immediately to the animal health official 

of the state of origin for approval and transmittal to the Wyoming State Veterinarian and Office 

of the Game and Fish Department.  A copy shall accompany and be in the possession of the 

driver or person in possession of game birds shipped into or in any manner transported into 

Wyoming.  The certificate of veterinary inspection shall contain the names and addresses of the 

consignor and consignee, total number of game birds covered by the certificate, health status of 

the game birds involved including dates and results of required tests and vaccinations, the origin 

of the game birds, the Wyoming destination to where the game birds shall be shipped, and an 

accurate description including proper taxonomic identification with genus and species names of 

the game birds.  A certificate of veterinary inspection shall be valid for ten (10) days 

immediately following date of inspection and issuance.  A certificate of veterinary inspection 

shall be issued to comply in all respects with the requirements of the State of Wyoming which 

are found in Commission Regulation Chapter 10, Regulation For Importation, Possession, 

Confinement, Transportation, Sale And Disposition Of Live Wildlife. 

 

 (b)   All game birds acquired, propagated, received, purchased, held, released, 

harvested or sold shall be maintained disease free in accordance with Department requirements.  

All facilities utilized in the game bird farm shall be maintained so as to prohibit the acquisition, 

spread or transmittal of diseases.  Game birds held in captivity which become diseased shall 

immediately be destroyed or placed under the professional care of a veterinarian licensed in the 

State of Wyoming and such incident reported immediately to the Department by the game bird 

farm licensee.  Department personnel may inspect facilities or game birds to insure they meet 

disease free requirements.  If facilities or game birds are found not to meet Department 

requirements, or if diseased game birds present a threat to the wildlife of the State, the 

Department may order such action as necessary, including quarantine or destruction of game 

birds, sterilization of enclosures and facilities, cessation of activities and disposal of the diseased 

game birds in a manner satisfactory to the Department.  The Department may refuse to lift the 

quarantine or refuse to allow operation of the game bird farm until such time as the facilities or 

game birds meet disease free requirements.  When it is shown the facilities or game birds meet 

disease free requirements, the Department may lift the quarantine.   

 

 Section 6.  Holding Facility(ies).  Before a license is issued to operate a game bird farm, 

Department personnel shall review the applicant's proposed holding facility(ies) taking into 

consideration the species applied for, the number of game birds requested, the welfare of the 

game birds to be possessed, the purpose(s) for which the game birds shall be held and to insure 

adequate protection for Wyoming's wildlife resources.  Holding facilities shall be constructed to 

meet Department approval prior to importation or possession of live game birds. 
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 Section 7.  Notification and Disposition of Diseased Game Birds.  The licensee or 

his/her authorized agent shall notify the Department within twenty-four (24) hours of having 

reason to believe that game birds held under a license pursuant to this regulation may have been 

exposed to or contracted a contagious disease or parasite.  It shall be a violation of this regulation 

to remove game birds exposed to or which have contracted a contagious disease or parasite from 

the holding facility(ies) without prior authorization from the Department. 

 

 Section 8.  Identification Requirements.  Before a license is issued to operate a game 

bird farm, the applicant shall register with the Department the type of identifying leg or wing 

band to be placed on the game birds.  The type of leg or wing band shall depend upon the type 

and age of the game bird.  The Department shall make the final determination as to the suitability 

of the tag before attachment.   

 

 Section 9.  Purchase of Game Birds Occurring on Proposed Game Bird Farm 

Lands.  Upon the execution of a proper application for a game bird farm license where game 

birds occur on the lands to be utilized, the applicant shall pay the Department fifteen dollars 

($15.00) for each game bird of the species to be licensed which are determined to be upon the 

lands initially licensed as a game bird farm.  If the same lands have been licensed as a game bird 

farm within the three (3) previous years by the same person, for the same species of game birds 

and the lands are determined to be marginal or unsuitable habitat by the Department for that 

species of game birds, the applicant shall not have to determine the number of game birds, nor 

pay for those game birds found on the previously licensed lands.  

 

 Section 10. Release of Birds.  Each licensee shall release a minimum of one-hundred 

(100) game birds of the species approved by the Department each year on the licensed premises.  

The one hundred (100) game birds of each species shall be released in the twelve (12) 

consecutive month period commencing April 2 and ending April 1 of the next year.  A release 

shall be substantiated with written records.  Licensees who sell, but do not hunt game birds, shall 

be exempt from the minimum game bird release requirement. 

 

 Section 11. Records.  A licensee shall maintain on the premises of the game bird farm or 

at his/her residence legible, current, accurate and complete records on forms provided by the 

Department of the species and the number of game birds received, shipped, purchased, reared, 

released, disposed of, killed or sold.  Records shall include names, addresses of all recipients, 

purchasers, suppliers and hunters, the license number of all hunters, the date of each transaction 

and the number and species of game birds reared and released on the game bird farm.  Records 

for special competitive game bird hunts shall include the names and addresses of all participants, 

and the number and species of all game birds taken during special competitive game bird hunts 

held on the licensed game bird farms.  Records shall be produced upon demand of any 

Department enforcement officer.  All records shall be submitted to the Regional Wildlife 

Supervisor in their respective Region by April 15 of each year for activities which occurred 

during the term of the license. 

 

 Section 12.  Inspection by Department Personnel.  Any person issued a license under 

this regulation shall, during the term of the license and for a period of sixty (60) days after 
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expiration of the game bird farm license, allow inspection of records, holding facilities, signing 

and game birds by Department law enforcement personnel during reasonable hours. 

 

 Section 13.  Disposal of Game Birds if License is not Renewed.  Should a licensee fail 

to renew his/her license for any reason, all game birds held in captivity on the premises shall be 

disposed of within sixty (60) days after expiration of the game bird farm license.  After this sixty 

(60) day period, all game birds on the premises shall become property of the State and may be 

disposed of by the Department in the best interest of the Department. 

 

 Section 14.  Revocation of License.  Failure to maintain required records, acquire game 

bird certificate of origin, acquire certificate of veterinary inspection or maintain disease free 

facilities and game birds is just cause for revocation of a game bird farm license by the 

Commission.  Revocation of a license by the Commission shall be carried out in compliance with 

Commission Regulation Chapter 27 Rules of Practice Governing Contested Cases Before The 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. 

 

 Section 15.  Special Competitive Game Bird Hunts. The Department, in compliance 

with statutory and regulatory provisions, may approve special competitive game bird hunts on 

licensed game bird farms as set forth in this section.  Individuals participating in an approved 

special competitive game bird hunt are not required to obtain a valid Wyoming game bird 

hunting license prior to taking game birds during an approved special competitive game bird 

hunt.    

  

(a)   Applications for special competitive game bird hunts shall be submitted on a form 

provided by the Department, to the Game Warden in whose district the game bird farm is located 

not less than twenty (20) days prior to the special competitive game bird hunt.  The application 

for a special competitive game bird hunt shall include: the applicant’s name, address and phone 

number; the name, address and current year’s license number of the licensed game bird farm 

where the hunt will occur; the name of the sponsor; the date(s) of the hunt; the number and 

species and source of game birds to be utilized, and the estimated number of participants.  

 

  (b)   Approved special competitive game bird hunts may be held on any licensed game 

bird farm throughout the calendar year except as provided in this subsection.   To protect natural 

game bird populations, special competitive game bird hunts may not be approved during the time 

period April 1 through July 31 of each year on licensed game bird farms where Department 

personnel document natural reproduction of any game bird species.    

 

(c)   Only the species of game bird approved by the Department on the licensed game 

bird farm may be taken during any special competitive game bird hunt. 

 

(d)   Participants may possess game birds taken during a special competitive game bird 

hunt provided each participant possessing game birds has in possession a receipt issued by the 

permit holder providing the name of the person receiving the game birds, the number and species 

of game birds in possession and the date the birds were possessed.  

    

      WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS 

 

CHAPTER 60 

 

REGULATION GOVERNING GREATER SAGE-GROUSE RAISED ON PRIVATE 

GAME BIRD FARMS 

 
 House Enrolled Act No. 91 (HEA No. 91) of the Sixty-Fourth Legislature of the State of 

Wyoming 2017 General Session created W. S. § 23-5-111 and modified W. S. § 23-3-108, § 23-

3-116, § 23-5-102, § 23-5-104 and § 23-5-106.  HEA No. 91 modified the game bird farm 

licensing provisions relating to the release of game birds; provided for certification of game bird 

farms to allow breeding, propagation, handling, taking, rearing and release of Greater Sage-

grouse; authorizes gathering of Greater Sage-grouse eggs by certified game bird farms; specifies 

requirements for certification; directs and empowers the Commission to undergo rule making to 

administer statutory provisions; provides a time limitation on certification and for disposition of 

Greater Sage-grouse held at the expiration or revocation of certification; and provides for an 

effective date.        

 

 Chapter 60, Regulation Governing Greater Sage-Grouse Raised on Private Game Bird 

Farms is a new regulation.  All Sections included in this regulation are new. 

 

 Section 1, Authority, lists all Wyoming Statutes that govern Greater Sage-grouse being 

raised on private game bird farms.   

 

 Section 2, Regulation, identifies the effective dates and purpose of this regulation, and also 

indicates that game bird farms certified under this regulation are also governed by Commission 

Regulation Chapter 40, Regulation Governing Commercial Game Bird Farms. 

 

 Section 3, Definitions, indicates that definitions will be set forth in Title 23, Wyoming 

Statutes, Commission Regulations and other specific definitions relative to this regulation. 

 

 Section 4, Application for Game Bird Farm Licensee Sage Grouse Certification, indicates 

that the Department shall issue no more than five (5) Certifications to raise sage grouse pursuant to 

W.S. § 23-5-111.   

 

 Section 5, Identification Requirements, addresses methods to identify individual sage grouse 

prior to release of any sage grouse.   

 

 Section 6, Disease Free Certification, addresses a licensee’s enclosure, hatching facility and 

privately held sage grouse disease testing and reporting requirements.  If facilities or sage grouse are 

found not to be disease free, or if diseased sage grouse present a threat to the wildlife of the state as 

determined by the Department, the Department may require additional disease or parasite testing or 

order such action as necessary, including quarantine or destruction of sage grouse, sterilization of 

enclosures and facilities, cessation of activities and disposal of the diseased sage grouse in a manner 
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satisfactory to the Department.  Sage grouse scheduled for release shall be quarantined in a separate 

holding pen for a minimum of thirty (30) consecutive days prior to their release. 

 

 Section 7, Sage Grouse Enclosure.  Sage grouse enclosures shall take into consideration the 

number of sage grouse to be held, the welfare of sage grouse possessed and adequate protection for 

Wyoming’s wildlife resources.  Enclosures shall also be physically separate from holding facilities 

for other species of game birds, domestic animals, domesticated animals or livestock and shall 

include vegetation consistent with the needs of sage grouse and other provisions. 

 

 Section 8, Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive Rearing, provides for limitations and 

procedures to acquire sage grouse eggs from the wild in Wyoming.  The number of sage grouse 

eggs that may be collected, specific egg collection sites and other requirements will be indicated on 

a licensee’s Certification issued by the Department on an annual basis.  A complete suspension of 

sage grouse egg collection may be mandated by the Department.   

 

 Section 9, Hatching Sage Grouse Eggs, requires that hatching of sage grouse eggs be done 

in a hatching facility.  Surrogate hatching of sage grouse eggs using domestic or domesticated 

animals shall not be permitted. 

 

 Section 10, Release of Sage Grouse.  The release of sage grouse, and release methods, shall 

only be permitted through coordination with the Department and may be restricted to protect wild 

populations of sage grouse.      

 

 Section 11, Escape of Captive Sage Grouse, addresses the liability of a licensee for any 

captive sage grouse that escape from an enclosure and reporting requirements upon discovery of 

escaped sage grouse.   

 

 Section 12, Records, requires a licensee to maintain specific records for the sage grouse bird 

farm operation and to provide those records to the Department on an annual basis.   

 

 Section 13, Inspection by Department Personnel, allows for inspection of records, 

enclosures, hatching facilities, live sage grouse and sage grouse eggs by Department personnel 

during reasonable hours. 

 

 Section 14, Variation from Specified Rules, allows a licensee to request specific variations 

from these rules to facilitate experimentation with sage grouse egg collection, captive breeding and 

rearing of sage grouse.   

 

 Section 15, Suspension, Revocation or Non-Renewal of Certification, indicates that failure 

to comply with provisions of this Chapter or Wyoming Statutes governing game bird farms, or to 

maintain a captive breeding population of sage grouse is just cause for suspension, revocation or 

non-renewal of a licensee’s certification in conjunction with Chapter 27, Rules of Practice 

Governing Contested Cases before the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission.   
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 Section 16, Disposal of Sage Grouse if Certification is not Renewed or has been Suspended 

or Revoked, provides for a time period after expiration, suspension or revocation of a certification 

when all sage grouse remaining on the premises shall become property of the Department and shall 

be disposed of by the Department in the best interest of the Department.   

 

 Section 17, Department Expenditures, requires the Department to report to the Commission 

annually any expenditures incurred in relation to management of sage grouse bird farms.   
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August 24, 2017 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  David Dewald, Senior Assistant Attorney General 

 

FROM: Mike Choma, Wildlife Law Enforcement Supervisor 

 

COPY TO: Brian Nesvik, Scott Edberg, Doug Brimeyer and Terri Weinhandl 

 

SUBJECT: Changes Made as a Result of Public Comment, Chapter 60, Regulation Governing 

Greater Sage-Grouse Raised on Private Game Bird Farms 

 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (Department) conducted one (1) formal public 

meeting in Casper to present this draft regulation proposal to the public.  A webcast meeting was 

also conducted and made available on the Department website for public viewing throughout the 

remainder of the comment period.   The draft regulation proposal was available for review and 

public comment through the Department website, and the Department accepted written 

comments delivered to regional offices.  As a result of these efforts, the Department received 38 

individual written comments regarding this regulation (27 online comments / 11 written 

comments).  The Department also received 29 copies of an identical form letter signed by 

different people.   

 

From the total 38 comments received, six (6) were in support of the Department’s proposed draft 

regulation; 28 comments were not in support of the proposal and suggested edits to make the 

proposal more restrictive; four (4) comments did not imply whether they were for or against the 

proposal; 13 comments stated they were most concerned about the precedent being set to 

privatize the state’s wildlife resource.  The 29 form letters indicated they were not in support of 

the regulation proposal.  The majority of comments received from those opposed to the 

regulation referenced “habitat condition” as the limiting factor concerning sage grouse 

populations and did not believe population augmentation was necessary as habitat was still going 

to be the most limiting factor. 

 

After reviewing and considering all of the public comments received, the Department made the 

following changes to the draft regulation: 

 

 Clarification was added throughout the document indicating this regulation pertains to 

“wild” sage grouse or sage grouse eggs being taken “from the wild”.     

 Edits were made to Section 4 (d) to clearly state that the Department shall issue no more 

than five (5) Certifications to raise sage grouse pursuant to W.S. § 23-5-111.   

 Section 6 (g), edits clarify a Department veterinarian shall inspect a licensee’s hatching 

facility and sage grouse a minimum of one time per year to insure they are disease free. 
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 Section 7 (c), minimum square footage requirements for holding facilities was removed. 

 Section 12 (a), clarified that records shall include disease testing results by date and 

individual bird tested.  

 Section 12 (c) was added and requires every game bird licensee raising sage grouse to 

report to the regional wildlife supervisor by April 15 of each year the number of sage 

grouse successfully raised in the preceding 12 month period.      

 Added Section 14, Variation from Specified Rules, to allow for experimentation of sage 

grouse egg collection techniques and raising captive sage grouse.  A time period was 

determined for the Department to respond to a licensee requesting certain variances from 

specified rules. 

 Added Section 17, Department Expenditures, which requires the Department to report to 

the Commission on an annual basis any expenditures incurred in relation to management 

of sage grouse bird farms.  
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As a native of Wyoming, I find it astounding that WGFD is contemplating a program allowing people to collect 
eggs of Sage Grouse and make money off them. However, I assume you will approve such a dangerous 
program and am making specific comments in an attempt to make your proposed rule more rational and 
sustainable. The rule must contain cost recovery provisions to ensure that the licensee, not the public, pays 
all WGFD costs, including program administration, application review, inspections, supervision of egg 
collection, and any other costs involved in the program. No costs should be covered with monies from fishing 
or hunting licenses. The rule must establish a rigorous monitoring program to determine the impacts of the 
program in a statistically-valid manner. Monitoring should be done for both the released birds and for the wild 
population where pen-raised sage-grouse are being released. When negative impacts on wild populations are 
observed the program must be terminated. The rule must cap the number of licenses to three or less per 
year, and no more than 250 eggs per license per year. Core population areas must be excluded from 
collection. The rule must limit releases to non-core areas. To protect the genetic integrity of the greater sage-
grouse, farm raised birds must not be released into core population areas of the state. To ensure that all 
requirements are enforced, WGFD personnel must be present to monitor egg all collection activities. The 
proposed rule allows the use of dogs, but does not control their numbers or the number of handlers searching 
for nests. There must be limits on these numbers to minimize disturbance to nesting sage-grouse. The rule 
must specify the maximum number of nests and egg collection areas that may be disturbed, by each licensee 
and in total. WGFD should establish firm upper limits on both the number of designated collection areas and 
on the number of nests that may be disturbed in each collection area by each licensee and in total. The rule 
must totally prohibit the sale of greater sage-grouse eggs for any other purpose, including to third party 
purchasers, and should apply to both viable and non-viable eggs. The rule must require reporting of all eggs 
damaged or destroyed at any point in the process, not just those eggs damaged or destroyed during the 
collection process. And all damaged eggs must count as part of the licensee’s maximum authorized egg 
collection total for the year. The rule must prohibit any genetic manipulation activities designed to alter the 
natural genetic composition of sage-grouse, e.g. selective breeding for size, adaptability, survival, etc. The 
rule must prohibit the privatization of knowledge gained by the licensee during the term of the license. That 
information must be made public and not treated as proprietary trade secrets. The licensee must be held 
accountable for actions of his contractors. If a contractor hired by the licensee violates the law, that violation 
should be considered a violation of the licensee. Strict penalties must be imposed for non-compliance 
consistent with those levied against violators of game and fish regulations. Simply revoking a license is 
insufficient. The rule must prevent a violator whose license has been revoked from reapplying under a 
different corporate name. The punishment for violation of rules should be permanent revocation and no 
chance of reapplying, ever. 

 

Final Comment La Point, Peggy Fort Collins, CO 7/17/2017 9:30:00 PM
 

 
 
 

I think this is a great idea. The only problem I see with the regulations is you need approximately 11 acres of 
enclosure for 200 breeding hens. Add a biologist and a state of the art incubator system and Brooder facility 
and you have a huge investment coming out of the shoot without any guarantees, kind of tough!  

Final Comment Olsen, Chris Cheyenne , WY 7/24/2017 1:44:00 PM
 

 

 

 

Dear Director Talbott, President Culver and Members of the Commission, In general it is very difficult to 
successfully raise Sage Grouse from egg to chick in captivity. Further, survival to reproduction in the wild is 
even less likely, and if wild populations are failing because of lack of habitat or poor habitat condition, then 
there is an even lower probability of survival of captive reared birds. Overall, in development of Greater Sage-
Grouse Game Bird Farms all efforts need to be made to minimize impacts on wild birds. From a legal 
perspective, we are wary of privatization of Wyoming wildlife – a potentially dangerous precedent for private 
entities to achieve economic gain from sale of Wyoming wildlife. Economically, we are wary of the significant 
unfunded mandate to Game & Fish regarding regulation, enforcement, record keeping, inspection and other 
work requirements related to the Farm regulations. Regarding captive rearing, the WAFWA white paper 
summarizes many of our concerns: "Pending refinement and demonstration of the effectiveness of captive 
breeding and release of sage-grouse, other approaches to augmentation appear to be more certain and likely 
to be less costly and impactful to source populations. Sage-grouse population size varies substantially over 
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time in response to environmental stochasticity. Augmentations by any means are not necessary for recovery 
from declines in relatively large contiguous habitats in good conditions. Augmentations are unlikely to have 
any success in small and isolated populations until and unless the environmental conditions that precipitated 
sage-grouse declines have been mitigated." The Upper Snake River Basin Working Group (USRBWG) area 
contains a small, genetically unique population. We are opposed to any egg collection or release of captive 
reared birds in the USRBWG area. Note, as mentioned in our Conservation Plan, release of adult, wild birds in 
the 1950s was unsuccessful. The majority of the USRBWG area is on public land (NPS, USFS, and USFWS), 
which would require additional coordination and permitting with the relevant agencies if any collection or 
release activities were proposed to occur. Additionally, at a minimum, any proposed activity related to Chapter 
60 in the USRBWG area should require involvement of the working group. Recognizing that the department is 
required to develop Chapter 60, we offer the following comments. Thank you for considering these comments 
and questions, and please contact me with any questions. The USRBWG, Joe Bohne, Chair Specific 
Questions and Comments: 1. Section 3. Definitions. (e) “Enclosure:” Please request a map and associated 
geospatial data (shapefile, feature class, GoogleEarth) depicting the spatial extent of the enclosure be 
provided to the Department by any applicant. This could be in addition to the quarter/quarter section 
description, but it is significantly more useful for consideration in evaluation of the suitability of the location. 2. 
Section 4. Add (e) Approved purposes for captive rearing and release of birds: Identify approved purposes for 
captive rearing and release. We propose approved purposes are limited to attempts of population 
augmentation and research purposes for population augmentation. We are opposed to release of birds for a 
shooting preserve situation. This applies to the sale of birds and related record keeping. 3. Section 6. Disease 
Free Certification. (a): Please add a requirement to notify the United States Department of Agriculture Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service. This is particularly critical in light of potential disease outbreaks that could 
impact humans, livestock and wildlife such as “bird flu” (H5N1). 
http://www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/avian_influenza/h5n1_research/faqs/en/ 4. Section 6. 
Disease Free Certification. (b): Please provide guidance on required/approved methods for cleaning and 
sanitation. These might include: power wash, steam cleaning, bleach (approved chemicals) or any other best 
practices for disease free operation taken from existing regulations such as from poultry operations. 5. Section 
6. Disease Free Certification. (b) (i): Consider change from “licensee” to “applicant” throughout the document 
as appropriate (for example, while the documentation is being considered the submitter is an “applicant” and 
once a license is granted the submitter becomes a “licensee”). 6. Section 6. Disease Free Certification. (b) (ii): 
As suggested in 3., please include required/approved methods in regulations. 7. Section 6. Disease Free 
Certification. (f): Please list required/approved sampling intervals, methods, and reporting protocols. 8. Section 
6. Disease Free Certification. (g): Throughout the document use “ensure” instead of “insure.” 9. Section 6. 
Disease Free Certification. (i): Consider requesting/requiring WY State Vet Lab to send report directly to 
appropriate WGFD staff. 10. Section 7. Sage Grouse Enclosure. (a): Please define “approved potential 
purpose(s).” 11. Section 7. Sage Grouse Enclosure. (b): Is 100’ enough? If working dogs are included, please 
specify. 12. Section 7. Sage Grouse Enclosure. (c): In other words: 335 birds/acre for hatch year and non-
breeding adults or 87 birds/acre for egg laying hens. Please state where these numbers come from: please 
provide justification for their use. These numbers should be based on any available research where Sage 
Grouse were successfully bred or reared in captivity. 13. Section 8. Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive 
Rearing. (g) (v): Consider spelling out April 1st through May 31st. Define how the collection season will be set. 
Specify use of current season lek activity data to guide collection season setting. Define areas where 
collection will be allowed and not allowed – such as based on size and stability of natural population. 14. 
Section 8. Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive Rearing. (g) (vi): Please specify whether based on calendar 
date or total number of hours. If by hours, please specify how many total hours and how many calendar days 
they can be distributed over, as this could influence wild bird disturbance. Consider specification to follow big 
game hunt – calendar day. 15. Section 8. Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive Rearing. (g) (viii): Please specify 
required certification and other characteristics of dogs and how these will be evaluated and enforced. 16. 
Section 9. Release of Sage Grouse: The Upper Snake River Basin Working Group is opposed to any egg 
collection or release in our area because our population appears to be genetically distinct and occurs on the 
edge of the range. If any collection or release were to occur it would require coordination through the WGFD, 
Local Sage-grouse Working Group and public land management agencies. 17. Section 10. Escape of Captive 
Sage Grouse. (c): Please specify what Wyoming Statutes would allow exceptions. 18. Section 11. Records. 
(a): Rightfully, significant administrative tasks are required for both licensee and WGFD. Consider 
development and maintenance of an electronic record (include tabular and spatial documents) keeping system 
with a user interface that would ensure accurate and complete data entry. This would facilitate enforcement, 
review and communication. Records should be maintained in perpetuity (annual updates from the licensee to 
the WGFD database, just as with completion reports, to renew annual certification). Consider a contract with 
WYGISC to develop this system. 19. Section 11. Records. (b): As in item Section 11. Records (a), a significant 
burden is put on WGFD to create forms to be completed by licensee, not to mention review and management 
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of the data. Therefore, a system should be developed, including training for users (WGFD, licensees, and 
others as needed). 

Final Comment Bohne, Joe Alpine, WY 7/25/2017 11:43:00 AM
 

 

 

 

As a tax paying Wyoming citizen, I do not support the private game bird farms. It sounds like a recipe for 
disaster for the safe grouse. I believe Fish and Game should focus their efforts on protecting WILD sage 
grouse and protecting and trying to improve their endangered habitat. If we allow more gas leasing, we'll need 
to work hard to ensure the survival of this iconic bird. Thank you for your consideration! 

 

Final Comment Verna, Diane Alta, WY 7/13/2017 8:16:00 AM
 

 

 

 

Linda J Cooper P.O. Box 121 Bondurant, WY 82922 7/12/2017 Wyoming Game and Fish Department re 
Rulemaking comments Experimental Farming of Sage Grouse I reject the notion that it is useful to farm 
Greater Sage Grouse. The direction from the legislature to promulgate regulations to permit private sage 
grouse farms is on the face of it absurd. 1. There is a preponderance of science evidence that habitat not 
numbers is the limiting factor in greater sage grouse populations in Wyoming. 2. Elaborate collaboratively 
developed and citizen and government approved plans established core areas and conservation measures to 
keep the Greater Sage Grouse off the Endangered species list. These measures are in place. 3. The Greater 
Sage Grouse are not chickens! They are wild birds that imprint in their environment to survive and thrive. To 
steal eggs from their nests and raise birds like chickens in coops, flies in the face of past experience that 
shows that those who have tried before failed. 4.The lessons learned in swan experience while not a perfect 
comparison, at least shows that swan habitat is key to restoration of a swan population. Greater sage grouse 
habitat is key to its survival as well. 5. That being said, the Game and Fish regulations should only include 
"egg snatching" from non- core areas so as to not disturb the conservation program in place. 6. The numbers 
of eggs allowed to be taken should be limited, perhaps to several hundred and from no more than 3 dozen 
nests. And if the eggs don't make from the wild to the "coops" there should be no "do over's" allowed. The 
moment the licensee picks up an egg it is counted. If it doesn't make it back to the farm, no replacement 
should be allowed. This would prevent callous and cavalier handling of the eggs. 7. Also, at both ends, before 
the eggs are brought to the farm, while they incubate and before any release of chicks into the wild occurs, 
strict inspection of the facilities for cleanliness and disease and the condition and health of the grouse before 
release are all imperative. 8. Health protocols and documentation and field work by Wyoming Fish and Game 
and consultants required to be hired by the farm must be submitted, evaluated and made available for public 
review before any chicks are released into the natural environment. Disease that would spread and negatively 
impact the existing bird population would be devastating and unacceptable. Finally, this proposal is so absurd 
that I am shocked to even have to comment on it. My overall comment is to ask the legislature to withdraw the 
direction to promulgate such regulations in the first place. Linda J Cooper P.O. Box 121 Bondurant, WY 
82922 

 

Final Comment Cooper, Linda Bondurant, WY 7/22/2017 5:03:00 PM
 

 

 

 

Good Morning, I am writing to urge the greatest flexibility possible with rule implementation. When I wrote this 
bill the intent was to let free enterprise work with common sense oversight by our very capable Game and 
Fish Commission. It is important to grant a "real" opportunity for this initiative to succeed or fail on the merits 
of science and ingenuity. I am watching with concern that a duly enacted law can go down the road of "death 
by agency rules." I am specifically concerned about the following areas. The rules should not be restrictive 
regarding the following: 1. Requirements for square footages per bird puts an unnecessary and arbitrary 
standard on the bird farm operator. 2. A specific section should be added to the rules to allow and encourage 
experimentation by the bird farm operator. 3. Requiring the bird farm to keep records on each bird is 
excessive. Records by pens is sufficient. Thank you for your service and consideration. Sincerely yours, 
Steve Harshman Casper 

 

Final Comment Harshman, Steve CASPER, WY 7/20/2017 8:00:00 AM
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One of Wyoming's natural wonders is our wildlife. Sage grouse are part of our heritage. To capture these 
birds for profit is cruel and self serving. AS long as the land in Wyoming remains public then we have a duty 
to protect these creatures in their natural environment. Our Population is not large and we do not need to 
destroy their habitat. Our energy production is important, but the grouse habit is getting smaller. If the Grouse 
are raised as endangered species and released to nature it would be okay, not for profit. We need to keep our 
heritage in Wyoming before we lose it all the profiteers.

 

Final Comment Lewis, Rita Cody, WY 7/12/2017 4:00:00 PM
 

 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I am very much against this proposal to raise Sage Grouse in 
captivity. It has been the long-standing policy of the Wyo G&F to keep Wyoming's wildlife in public hands. 
Many battles have been fought over this in the past, and I don't understand why this proposal to privatize 
Sage Grouse, which are already suffering critical population declines, has gotten as far as it has. The 
consequences of farm raising wildlife can be seen in our surrounding states, with the outbreak of diseases 
and escape of exotic species. With Sage Grouse on the brink of Endangered Species listing, it is crazy to 
allow private game farms to collect eggs from the wild. These hens are having a hard enough time without 
being chased from their nests and being forced to attempt a second clutch. My understanding is that Sage 
Grouse have never been successfully propagated in captivity. What losses to the captured population are you 
willing to accept, while this experiment with our publicly-owns wildlife goes on? Why should MY Sage Grouse 
be captured for the benefit and profit of private Game farms? I am not allowed to capture songbirds or deer 
and raise them for my personal profit. Why should these other individuals be allowed to capture and raise 
Sage Grouse in order to profit from them? The major issue facing Sage Grouse and the rest of our native 
wildlife, is habitat loss. More and more industrialization of the sagebrush steppe is occurring every day. 
Massive wind farms have been permitted in prime habitat, and new wind projects are being proposed that will 
surely be the death-knell for the species. Turning Sage Grouse into farmed birds like pheasants, even if that 
is feasible, is not the answer. Wyoming Game and Fish should stand with public opinion and with our wildlife 
and actually protect our remaining wild lands and their fauna by opposing any actions to privatize wildlife. 
Sincerely, Linda Raynolds, Cody Wy. 

 

Final Comment Raynolds, Linda Cody, WY 7/13/2017 11:48:00 AM
 

 

 

 

There is no documentation or scientific research to support game farming for Sage Grouse. The issue is 
habitat, not numbers. Given that the law is on the books, I would like Wyoming G&F personnel to accompany 
egg gathering and it should occur no later than May 15. Collection must be done in a manner that does not 
damage nesting sage-grouse and not done in core areas. The permit fees should cover costs incurred by the 
G&F in monitoring collection, release facility health and regulation enforcement. Permit approval should be 
based on assurances that a specified threshold of survival of released sage-grouse is met and that current 
populations are not damaged. This whole idea is poorly thought out and is not consistent with the planning 
done by the state and federal agencies. It is a foolish attempt by oil companies to throw money at an issue 
that gets in the way of their exploitation of the resources.

 

Final Comment Hicks, Laney Crowheart, WY 7/17/2017 10:08:00 AM
 

 

 

 

Farming of any native species is not a good idea. We have resisted this for many years in Wyoming and this 
is not the time to change. Birds raised in captivity do not have the skills necessary to survive. Wyoming Game 
and Fish should continue to manage this resource. We should also support the current core plan in use. 
Sincerely, Rick Kilmer 

 

Final Comment Kilmer, Rick Douglas, WY 7/13/2017 9:58:00 AM
 

 

 

 

RE: Opposed to experimental farming of Sage grouse. Keeping Sage-grouse off the ESA list is critical. Hard 
won, cooperative work in WY has kept Sage grouse off the ESA lists. Currently the Greater Sage grouse 
population numbers appear good. As long as habitat protection occurs, why does a thriving population need 
more grouse? There are no successful models of captive rearing of grouse. Other farm raised birds like 
pheasants and quail lack survival skills. And harvesting wild eggs, even on a limited basis, doesn't make 
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sense since there is no demonstrated need to increase the population. Let WY G&FD continue to do their job 
of scientific management. 

Final Comment Treanor, Kathy Dubois, WY 7/12/2017 4:12:00 PM
 

 
 

 

 

 

This is probably one of the silliest things I have ever heard! What happens when a "farm raised" chicken 
becomes involved with a native bird? It dilutes the breed and the enjoyment, as we know it, goes out the 
window! Can't people leave just ONE critter alone without wanting to make a profit out of it? "Let's go out to a 
sage hen farm and shoot a few" Boy, does that sound like fun or what? Sage chickens have made it through 
all these years and rough years they have been. They've been fighting other critters, weather, oil rigs, losing 
their habitat but they are still around. It's too bad humans don't have the resilience they have! Why don't we 
have a farm for profiteers? Then we could out and get rid of them!!!!!! Chicken hunting is an experience not to 
be belittled! 

 

Final Comment Fields, Jo Green River, WY 7/12/2017 12:49:00 PM
 

 

 

 

Please make sure that the regulations governing greater sage grouse raised on private game farms are 
written to include monitoring and feedback loops to protect individual eggs and birds. Only the best known 
practices and science should be used. While we are supportive of public/private efforts that benefit wildlife, at 
no time should wildlife be privatized. 

 

Final Comment Irwin, Michele Green River, WY 7/25/2017 11:33:00 AM
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sage grouse farming regulations?? I have a hard time believing we are even considering this as a state. 
Earlier this year when this legislature was proposed, I felt sure that, with the state of our economy, this 
proposal would quickly be dismissed as a waste of taxpayer money. I was astonished (and dismayed) when it 
passed. The best "farming" of sage grouse is done in their natural (and unaltered) habitat given favorable 
weather conditions. We are not going to farm our way to better habitat. It needs to be protected. Perhaps this 
money should has been spent on that, because when the money is gone and there is nothing to show for it, 
those in the legislature who voted for this appropriation are going to look mighty silly, and rightfully so.

 

Final Comment Hammer, Jeff Lander, WY 6/13/2017 12:29:00 PM
 

 
 

 

 

 

As a life long Wyoming resident and sportsman I am opposed to the notion of removing any number of sage 
grouse eggs from the wild to be raised by private, for profit companies. Research into the possibilities of 
raising sage grouse in captivity should be conducted by the state in conjunction with the University of 
Wyoming, not by a private, profit driven entity who's findings will surely be skewed toward those benefiting the 
company. We all know that ultimately sage grouse protection will come about through protection of habitat 
and removal of seasonal disturbances, not by the creation of artificial populations living in an artificial world.

 

Final Comment Hudson , Tim Lander, WY 7/23/2017 12:24:00 PM
 

 

 

 

I write regarding the pending rules that will allow private businesses to collect wild Greater sage-grouse eggs, 
raise them in captivity, and release them back into the wild for a profit. In general I support the long-standing 
principle that Wyoming’s wildlife should be managed only by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
(WGFD), and not for profit. In particular it is my belief that the collection of wild eggs will be deleterious to wild 
populations, and that the success of Greater sage-grouse re-introduced to the wild will be dubious. Therefore 
I support stringent controls on the practice, including: • Prohibit the collection of eggs in core population areas 
for Greater sage-grouse • Cap the number of licenses issued to three • Prohibit the sale of eggs • Require the 
licensee to pay the costs for the WGFD to administer the program • Require that egg collection activities be 
supervised by the WGFD • Impose penalties for non-compliance • Expand restrictions on methods for the 
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collection of eggs, in particular regarding the number of pointing breed dogs and human handlers that may be 
actively searching for nests • Limit the release of sage-grouse to non-core areas • Prohibit genetic 
manipulation • Specify the maximum number of nests and egg collection areas that may be disturbed, by 
each licensee and in total I am a fan of Wyoming’s “Sagebrush Sea”, and relish sightings of sage grouse 
while out and about in Wyoming (most recently, a Mama and two chicks, two weekends ago near the A&D 
Reservoir west of Bairoil). Please ensure this important Wyoming resource is not further imperiled by a 
captive breeding program which some may claim is to its benefit, but which may well have opposite effect. 
Regards, Keith Rittle 1317 E Flint Street Laramie, WY 82072

Final Comment Rittle, Keith Laramie, WY 7/7/2017 1:24:00 PM
 

 Please keep these birds wild. Private businesses have no business taking wild eggs for whatever reason. 
Just protect the birds. Thank you for your time.

Final Comment Werner, Sandra Laramie, WY 7/12/2017 1:03:00 PM
 

 
 
 

This idea is ridiculous!!!! It's only about people trying to make money on an endangered species. Sage 
Grouse are VERY private birds - and taking away the few eggs they have will only cause them more stress 
and decline. This is like ensuring their demise. It's sheer idiocy!!!!! And greed!!!! Shame on you!!!!  

Final Comment Gardiner, Darcy Laramie, WY 7/12/2017 1:26:00 PM
 

 

 

 

Thank you for the process that involves public comment. As a Wyoming native who grew up relishing our 
open space and public lands, I feel that allow various areas to remain open and protected is vital, and in this 
case, vital to the sage grouse populations. These birds are iconic to our state. At this juncture, I do not see a 
need to breed them in captivity, because there is plenty of space for them to live and reproduce naturally, if 
we work to protect this open space. Thank you for your time and dedication to this, and many other topics 
effect Wyoming wildlife. Bryon Lee 

 

Final Comment Lee, Bryon Laramie, WY 7/13/2017 9:26:00 PM
 

 

 

 

I urge the WGFD to: 1- Prohibit the collection of eggs in core population areas for Greater sage-grouse. As 
protected habitat areas, core population areas should be off limits to this for-profit experiment that is likely to 
have disruptive effects to wild grouse. The law that requires the Game and Fish to develop this rule, Enrolled 
Act 91, requires the rule to identify “areas approved for collection of eggs.” We recommend that egg collection 
areas identified by the rule be located outside the state’s core population areas. Known as “General Habitat 
Management Areas”, the millions of areas of sage-grouse habitat located outside of core habitat provide 
ample opportunities for sage-grouse farmers to collect eggs while at the same time protecting the most 
productive areas from further disturbance. 2- Cap the number of licenses issued by WGFD to three (3). The 
proposed rule authorizes the issuance of up to five (5) licenses for the collection of eggs, each with the ability 
to collect up to 250 wild eggs per year. One of the best things the rule can do to limit the negative effects of 
egg collection is to place a cap the number of licenses to three (3) or fewer. This simple action—which 
implements an explicit requirement of Enrolled Act 91 to set the number of licenses—would significantly 
reduce the harmful effects by reducing the number of eggs that can be taken to no more than 750 per year. 3-
Expand restrictions on methods of the collection of eggs. The proposed rule allows the use of pointing breed 
dogs, but does not limit their number or the number of human handlers that may be actively searching for 
nests. It seems prudent to place limits on these numbers to minimize disturbance to nesting sage-grouse. 4- 
Limit the release of sage-grouse to non-core areas. The proposed rule allows the WGFD to “restrict areas of 
the state from sage grouse release to protect wild populations of sage grouse.” To protect the genetic integrity 
of the greater sage-grouse, we recommend that farm raised birds not be released into core population areas 
of the state. 5- Prohibit the privatization of knowledge. The proposed rule should be revised to specify that 
information and experience gained by the licensee during the term of the license is public information and as 
such, should not be treated as proprietary trade secrets. It’s bad enough that certain individuals in the state 
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wish to privatize wild animals for profit, but allowing the same people to profit from the information and 
knowledge gained while doing so is completely unacceptable. 6- Require the licensee to pay for the costs. 
The WGFD is funded primarily by the sale of hunting and fishing licenses. The costs of administering this 
grouse farming program, from reviewing the applications, to supervising the collection of eggs, to conducting 
inspections of facilities, should not be passed on to hunters and anglers. The rule should contain cost 
recovery provisions to ensure that the licensee, not the public, pays for the cost of the program. 7- Egg 
collection activities must be supervised by the WGFD. The proposed rule allows—but does not require—the 
WGFD to supervise the collection of eggs. Collection activities will take place in remote areas of the state 
where no one is watching. To ensure that all requirements are enforced, WGFD personnel need to be present 
to monitor egg collection activities. 8- Impose penalties for non-compliance. The proposed rule states that the 
WGFD may suspend, revoke or not renew the certification granted to a licensee if violations occur. Yet minor 
game and fish violations may generate a substantial ticket or even jail time. Why should game bird farm 
operators be treated any differently? 9- rohibit genetic manipulation. To protect the genetic integrity of the 
species, the WGFD rule should prohibit the licensee from engaging in activities that are designed to alter the 
natural genetic composition of sage-grouse, e.g. selective breeding for size, adaptability, survival, etc. Thank 
you, -Kendall Brunette 

Final Comment Brunette, Kendall Pinedale, WY 6/15/2017 5:34:00 PM
 

 
 
 

I encourage the WY Game and Fish commission to act very conservatively in allowing collection of grouse 
eggs and to implement the strictest of rules. We need to work on habitat issues, and not allow private 
companies to experiment with our wildlife!  

Final Comment Korfanta, Kris Ranchester, WY 7/13/2017 8:36:00 PM
 

 
 
 

Are you kidding me? This idea is one of the dumbest idea I've ever heard. Sage Grouse are wild, and they 
should remain wild. Having people trekking more into their areas will just make it that much harder for them to 
support their natural population.  

 
Final Comment 

 
Springman, Brandt Riverton, WY 7/12/2017 12:12:00 

PM
 

 

 

 

I would like to see the Game and Fish’s rules help bird farm operators rather than hinder their operation. 
Having stick requirements on square footage per bird burdens the bird farm operator. Could this be expanded 
to a larger number of birds? It would be beneficial to the operators if they were allowed and encouraged to 
experiment within their farms to find new strategies and practices that help the birds. It would help the 
operators if the record requirement was limited to pens instead of by bird.

 

Final Comment Bebout, Eli Riverton, WY 7/20/2017 3:38:00 PM
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2017 RE: Comments on Proposed Rules Regarding Captive Sage Grouse Operations On behalf of 
more than 3,000 members and supporters statewide, Wyoming Backcountry Hunters & Anglers (BHA) would like 
to express our concerns with rules proposed to facilitate the development of commercial captive sage grouse 
breeding operations in Wyoming. Backcountry Hunters & Anglers is committed to serving as a voice for our 
publicly owned and managed wildlife under the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation and public trust 
doctrine. As proposed, the rules undermine the bedrock of our wildlife management model by allowing publicly-
owned wildlife to become the property of private parties for purposes of profit. We strongly oppose the concept of 
allowing for-profit entities to collect sage grouse eggs from the wild for captive breeding operations. Time and 
time again, research has clearly shown that the domestication of wild species through artificial captive production 
facilities, commonly lead to the introduction of diseases. These untested captive breeding systems send a false 
message that we can ignore the need to maintain habitat through a manufactured process, which would rely on a 
significant increase in financial and staff resources to manage. Wyoming has shown it can lead the way with 
collaboratively designed science-based land use plans which strike a balance between the need for habitat 
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conservation and the demands for energy production. Approval of these regulations will detract from the 
agreements and progress that has been made to manage a sustainable population of wild sage grouse. We are 
admittedly opposed to such state-sanctioned systems which facilitate the privatization of our publicly-owned 
wildlife, we also understand the Wyoming Game & Fish Commission’s limitations to stop such a system from 
moving forward. While we intend to work to reverse this damaging legislation, for now, to minimize harm to sage 
grouse populations, we urge the commission to do the following: • Prohibit the private sale of any, egg, bird or 
information regarding bird location. • Require any permit holder to pay full cost of wildlife biologist supervision, 
permit approval, disease inspection, etc. • Set a separate season for banded pen raised birds, which lasts for no 
more than one hour on September 1st. • Severely restrict approved egg harvest locations to no more than one 
acre for each permit holder. While we believe any harvest of private birds an assault on the North American 
Model, the rules changes suggested above should help minimize the on the ground impacts and unnecessary 
financial burden that has been put on the department by the legislature. Thank you for considering our comments 
and speaking-up in defense of our publicly-owned wildlife. Tim Brass State Policy Director Backcountry Hunters 
& Anglers tim@backcountryhunters.org 

Final Comment Brass, Timothy Longmont, CO 7/6/2017 7:59:00 AM
 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 
Diamond Wings Upland Game Birds LLC Main Office Bird Farm 1541 Diamond Drive 1175 Lane 10 Casper, WY 
82601 Powell, WY 82435 Wildlife Division ATTN: Regulations 303 Energy Lane Casper, WY 82604 Chapter 60, 
Regulation Governing Greater Sage-grouse Raised on Private Game Bird Farms. Thank you for the opportunity 
to comment on the proposed regulations. Our general comments apply to the document as a whole and hope 
they will strengthen the goal of the enabling legislation of establishing a captive breeding population of Greater 
Sage-grouse. The goal of establishing a captive population is to add another “arrow in the quiver” to mitigate the 
threat of having the Greater Sage-Grouse designated as endangered. The threat to Wyoming’s economy if the 
bird is designated endangered is enormous. One study in 2015 projected an annual economic impact to the U.S. 
economy of $5.6 BILLION. Because of the large expanse of Greater Sage-grouse habitat in Wyoming and the 
largest remaining population of Greater Sage-Grouse is in Wyoming, a disproportion share of the annual $5.6 
Billion impact would hit here. The U.S. Department of Interior has spent or committed $670 Million to the Greater 
Sage-Grouse since 2010. The Wyoming experiment of allowing certified Game Bird Farms to raise Greater 
Sage-Grouse will add to, NOT REPLACE OR DIMINSH, any of the current efforts on behalf of the bird. The 
Game and Fish Commission should consider using a guiding policy to allow as much flexibility to a certified 
Game Bird Farm to experiment with the potential for success. Being excessively prescriptive will hamper the 
ability of the certified bird farm to experiment and discover the best practices. The attempts to raise Greater 
Sage-grouse heretofore have been academic in nature, not applied science in a large scale. The risk of failure 
will be on the bird farm operator, not on the State of Wyoming. Because of the limited applied and commercial 
scientific study that available concerning the captive rearing of the GSG, there needs to be enough flexibility to 
experiment with different protocols in all aspects. We have been fortunate to talk to a variety of people invested 
in different research including Dr. Tony Apa, Dr. Larry Clark, Bob Massey with the prairie chicken, Steve Sherrod 
at George Miksch Sutton Research Center studying the Attwater's prairie chicken, Bob Barry with international 
studies of various birds, Peter Jenny with the Peregrine falcon, and most recently a personal tour of Calgary 
Zoo's captive rearing program for the Greater Sage-grouse. A critical addition to the rules should be the specific 
authorization for the certified bird farm to experiment with types of feed, hatching facilities and procedures, 
breeding protocols, pen sizes, what vegetation is consistent with the needs of the bird, releasing procedures, 
how best to transport and other aspects of attempting to successfully raise a captive population of Greater sage 
grouse. While Diamond Wings Upland Game Birds disagrees with some of the recommendations of the SGIT in 
its letter signed by Chairman Bob Budd, we do agree with his comment, “It should be emphasized that our intent 
is to make this effort successful, if possible, and not to place undue restricitons or unreasonable limitations on 
the effort.” It is also important to recognize the strong support the enabling legislation received in the recent 
legislative session. The bill sponsored by House Speaker Steve Harshman and advocated for in both the senate 
committee and on the floor of the Senate by President Eli Bebout passed the House 52 ay votes, 6 no votes with 
2 excused and the Senate 22 ay votes and 8 no votes. Wyoming might also be in the vanguard position to 
attempt captive raising of Greater Sage-grouse because of Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke’s order dated 
June 7, 2017, which included a specific reference to the department looking into the possibility of such an effort. 
We do not know of any other state attempting this initiative. Our specific comments are as follows: Insert new 
paragraph Section 3 (k) Experimenting means the endeavors of the licensed bird farm to test various types of 
feed, any and all types procedures, pen sizes and vegetation in an effort to raise a captive population of Greater 
Sage-grouse. Insert a new Section 11. Experimentation. (In addition, renumber the remaining sections 
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accordingly) (a) The licensee is authorized to experiment with various types and sizes of enclosures. (b) The 
licensee is authorized to experiment with various types of hatching facilities. (c) The licensee is authorized to 
experiment with various types of vegetation consistent with the needs of the bird. (d) The licensee is authorized 
to experiment with various types of feeds and feeding protocols. (e) The licensee is authorized to experiment 
with various types of bird transportation. (f) The licensee is authorized to experiment with various types of 
release processes. In section 11. Records: change the requirement for disease testing and certification results 
from individual birds to individual pens of birds consistent with guidelines in NPIP. Keeping records on potentially 
large numbers of birds will be unnecessarily burdensome. In section 7. Sage grouse Enclosure: delete any 
reference to square footage required by bird. The certified bird farm operator will be responsible to determine the 
necessary square footage for the health and success of the bird. Should the rules be modified to allow flexibility 
to enhance the potential of success, we look forward to working with the Wyoming Game and Fish toward the 
desired end of preserving the Greater Sage-grouse should Diamond Wings become a certified game farm for 
Greater Sage-grouse. Thanks for your consideration Diemer True Karl Bear Owner Manager 

Final Comment True, Diemer Casper, WY 7/24/2017 2:48:00 PM
 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

I believe this new law/ruling concerning sage grouse is ill-conceived, poorly thought out and dangerous for the 
sage grouse's future. The data I have read does not At All support the concept and will certainly lead to this 
grouse being listed as endangered, which seems to be Not the goal of the governor. I can not imagine who, why 
and how this plan/idea has passed through the congress. I am flabbergasted, dismayed and, obviously, made 
inarticulate this has come to pass. PLEASE rethink this plan and come up with a different alternative to provide 
Wyoming and, thus, this country, with a solid management goal for our sage grouse. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for all you can do. 

 

Final Comment krall, sarah Lander, WY 7/13/2017 9:54:00 PM
 

 

 

 

I do not think that private entities should be allowed to gather Greater Sage Grouse eggs and release resulting 
birds later into the wild. If this is to be done, it should be done by the Game and Fish itself. I can see all sorts of 
potential problems like disease resulting from this idea. A program like this should be handled by the Game and 
Fish itself. What else are they for? 

 

Final Comment Ross, Cynthia Sheridan, WY 7/17/2017 4:16:00 PM
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CHAPTER 60 

 

REGULATION GOVERNING GREATER SAGE-GROUSE  

RAISED ON PRIVATE GAME BIRD FARMS 

 

 Section 1.  Authority.  This regulation is promulgated under authority of Wyoming 

Statutes § 23-1-101, § 23-1-103, § 23-1-302, § 23-3-108, § 23-3-116, §§ 23-5-101 through 23-5-

111 and § 23-6-111. 

 

 Section 2.  Regulation.  The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission hereby adopts the 

following regulation governing Greater Sage-grouse raised on licensed and certified game bird 

farms.  This regulation shall remain in effect until modified or repealed by the Commission and 

all certifications issued under this regulation shall expire on December 31, 2022.  The purpose of 

this regulation is to certify game bird farm licensees to possess, propagate, breed, raise, sell, 

release and take Greater Sage-grouse within the boundaries of a game bird farm, and to collect 

Greater Sage-grouse eggs from the wild for the purpose of establishing a captive breeding 

population.  Game bird farms certified under this regulation are also governed by Commission 

regulation Chapter 40, Regulation Governing Commercial Game Bird Farms. 

 

 Section 3.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this regulation, definitions will be as set forth 

in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, Commission regulations and the Commission also adopts the 

following definitions: 

 

 (a) “Captive Breeding Population” means live captive sage grouse in the possession 

of a licensee with the proper certification, where the licensee has documented captive 

reproductive success through natural breeding or artificial insemination practices and has 

successfully raised sage grouse chicks from captive sage grouse hens living entirely within an 

enclosure, that are self-sustaining and do not require any additional wild sage grouse to be added 

to or supplemented into the flock for any purpose. 

 

(b) “Certificate of Compliance” or “Certification” means a written approval by the 

Department to a game bird farm licensee that authorizes the licensees to possess, propagate, 

breed, raise, sell, gather eggs from the wild and release live greater sage grouse and to take 

greater sage grouse within the boundaries of their game bird farm. 

 

(c) “Collection Area” means a geographic area as determined by the Department and 

specified on a Certificate of Compliance, where sage grouse nest sites in the wild may be 

disturbed by a licensee for the sole purpose of collecting sage grouse eggs. 

 

(d) “Coordination with the Department” means the game bird licensee shall contact 

the Department representative listed on their Certificate of Compliance to receive authorization 

at least ten (10) business days prior to any release of sage grouse within the state and outside of 

the boundaries of a game bird farm, or to release sage grouse where wild sage grouse exist within 

the boundaries of an existing game bird farm, or collection of any sage grouse eggs from the 

wild.  A Department representative may observe and direct any release of sage grouse or 

collection of any sage grouse eggs from the wild. 
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(e) “Enclosure” means a holding facility designed to confine and physically separate 

captive sage grouse from other game birds, domestic animals, domesticated animals and 

livestock, and to handle live greater sage grouse.  The holding facility shall be defined by legal 

description to the quarter/quarter (1/4-1/4) section where live sage grouse shall be possessed or 

confined. 

 

(f) “Hatching Facility” means a commercially produced incubator and hatcher 

capable of monitoring and maintaining environmental conditions necessary to successfully hatch 

sage grouse eggs. 

 

(g)  “Professional Wildlife Biologist” means an individual named by an applicant on 

their certification application who has a professional wildlife background in the management of 

Greater-Sage grouse and is knowledgeable of the species’ habitats, who has been approved by 

the Department and is listed on a licensee’s Certificate of Compliance. 

 

(h) “Sage Grouse” means live birds and viable eggs of all Greater-Sage grouse 

(Centrocercus urophasianus). 

 

(i) “Successfully Raised” means documented evidence, as required by the 

Department, that a licensee has demonstrated an ability to hatch game bird eggs or brood chicks, 

raise juvenile game birds to breeding age and achieve reproduction of game birds through either 

natural or artificial insemination.  

 

(j) “Vegetation Consistent with the Needs of Sage Grouse” means the presence of  

one (1) or more species/subspecies of appropriate sage brush, forbs and grasses suitable to sage 

grouse and in sufficient quantity to meet the needs of captive sage grouse and any offspring.  

Sage brush, forbs and grasses shall be maintained and replaced as necessary to provide food, 

cover and suitable dust control. 

 

 Section 4.  Application for Game Bird Farm Licensee Sage Grouse Certification.   

 

(a)       Any game bird farm licensee desiring certification to operate a sage grouse  

private game bird farm shall make application on forms provided by the Department.  A 

Certificate of Compliance shall be received prior to taking possession of any sage grouse. 

 

(b) Applications for a Certificate of Compliance shall be submitted annually on a 

form provided by the Department to the permitting officer during regular business hours from 

November 1 through December 31 for the following calendar year.  If the deadline date occurs 

on a date when the Department has been closed to mail delivery (weekends, holiday, etc.), 

applications shall be accepted until 5:00 p.m. mountain time zone on the next business day. 

 

 (c) Only complete applications received by the permitting officer during the 

application period shall be accepted.  Applicants shall be notified by the Department by January 

15 of Certification approval or denial, and by March 15 of specific egg collection allocation 

limits and the geographic areas where sage grouse eggs may be collected. 
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 (d) The Department shall issue no more than five (5) Certifications to raise Greater 

Sage-grouse pursuant to W.S. § 23-5-111. 

 

 Section 5.  Identification Requirements.  Before release of any sage grouse, the 

Department and licensee shall determine a specific method to identify individual birds.  The type 

of identification shall depend upon the age of the sage grouse.  The Department shall make the 

final determination as to the suitability of the identification method. 

 

 Section 6.  Disease Free Certification. 

 

(a) All sage grouse possessed under a Certification of Compliance shall be 

maintained disease free in accordance with Department requirements and applicable Commission 

regulations.  All facilities utilized in the game bird farm shall be maintained so as to prohibit the 

acquisition, spread or transmittal of diseases and parasites.  Upon the discovery or exposure of 

any captive sage grouse to any contagious disease, the licensee shall immediately place such 

affected sage grouse under the professional care of a veterinarian licensed in the State of 

Wyoming and such incident shall be reported within twenty-four (24) hours to a Department 

representative listed on the licensee’s Certificate of Compliance, their local game warden or 

regional office by the game bird farm licensee or their designee. 

 

(b) All sage grouse enclosures and hatching facilities shall be cleaned and sanitized 

prior to placing any sage grouse in these facilities.   

 

(i) The licensee shall provide written documentation to the Department that 

the enclosure and hatching facilities have been cleaned and sanitized annually, including a 

description of the methods used to clean and sanitize the facilities, prior to the issuance of a 

Certificate of Compliance. 

 

(ii) The licensee shall designate and utilize a Department approved method of 

sanitization and decontamination for all persons entering or exiting a sage grouse enclosure or 

hatching facility to reduce the transmission of disease. 

 

(c)  The licensee shall submit an annual National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) 

certificate to the Department prior to renewal of their certification. 

 

(d) The licensee shall provide to the Department an annual avian influenza free 

certification from a veterinarian licensed in the state of Wyoming for their sage grouse enclosure 

and hatching facility prior to renewal of their certification. 

 

(e) All sage grouse scheduled for release shall test negative within thirty (30) days 

prior to release for Mycoplasma gallisepticum, M. synoviae, M. meleagridis, avian influenza, 

Salmonella pullorum (Pullorum Disease) and S. gallinarum (Fowl Typhoid). 

 

(f) The licensee shall maintain an active parasite monitoring program as approved by 

the Department and manage or treat sage grouse as needed to maintain low parasite burdens. 
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(g) A Department veterinarian shall inspect a licensee’s enclosure, hatching facility 

and sage grouse a minimum of one (1) time per year to insure they are disease free. 

 

(h) If facilities or sage grouse are found not to be disease free, or if diseased sage 

grouse present a threat to the wildlife of the state as determined by the Department, the 

Department may require additional disease or parasite testing or order such action as necessary, 

including quarantine or destruction of sage grouse, sterilization of enclosures and facilities, 

cessation of activities and disposal of the diseased sage grouse in a manner satisfactory to the 

Department.  The Department may refuse to lift the quarantine or refuse to allow the operation of 

the game bird farm until such time as the facilities and sage grouse meet disease free 

requirements.  When it is shown the facilities and sage grouse meet disease free requirements, 

the Department may lift the quarantine. 

 

(i) Sage grouse scheduled for release shall be held in a separate holding pen for a 

minimum of thirty (30) consecutive days prior to their release.  Any sage grouse mortality from 

those held for release during this thirty (30) day period shall immediately be reported to the 

Department and sent for necropsy to the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory at the expense of 

the licensee.  Copies of the necropsy results from the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory 

shall be provided to the Department by the licensee within five (5) calendar days from the date of 

the report.  In such cases, written permission from the Department shall be required prior to 

release of any remaining sage grouse. 

 

 Section 7.  Sage Grouse Enclosure. 
 

(a) Before a certification is issued to a licensee, Department personnel shall review 

the applicant’s proposed enclosure taking into consideration the number of sage grouse 

requested, the welfare of the sage grouse to be possessed, the purpose(s) for which the sage 

grouse shall be held and to insure adequate protection for Wyoming’s wildlife resources.  Sage 

grouse enclosures shall be constructed to meet Department approval prior to possession of live 

sage grouse. 

 

(b) A sage grouse enclosure shall be physically separate from holding facilities 

utilized for other species of game birds, domestic animals, domesticated animals or livestock.  

Sage grouse holding facilities shall be constructed to include a minimum one hundred (100) foot 

unoccupied buffer zone around the enclosure to avoid physical contact between other species of 

game birds, domestic birds or livestock to diminish the transmission of aerosolized pathogens. 

 

(c) Enclosures shall include vegetation consistent with the needs of sage grouse, 

sources of visual obstruction, small shelters, cover and sub-pens that enable complete separation 

of the sexes during certain times of year. 

 

Section 8.  Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive Rearing.   

 

(a)      Sage grouse shall not be imported into Wyoming for the purpose of propagation  

on game bird farms. 
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(b) A maximum of two hundred fifty (250) sage grouse eggs may be collected during 

a calendar year by a licensee as annually determined and authorized by the Department.   

 

(c) The Department may supervise the collection of sage grouse eggs to assure 

minimal impact to nesting sage grouse.  If the Department determines there is an unacceptable 

impact to nesting sage grouse, the Department shall not allow the licensee to collect additional 

sage grouse eggs. 

 

(d) No person shall collect sage grouse eggs on private land without first obtaining 

written permission from the landowner, lessee or person in charge of the property. 

 

(e) Additional limitations may be imposed upon sage grouse egg collection as 

stipulated on the certification, or a complete suspension of sage grouse egg collection may be 

mandated immediately upon notification as determined by the Department.  

 

(f)      A licensee desiring to collect sage grouse eggs shall annually obtain a  

Certification from the Department which shall, at a minimum, identify: 

 

(i) Designated sage grouse egg collection areas; 

 

(ii) Authorized methods of egg collection; 

 

(iii) Techniques that shall be used to minimize disturbance to nesting and  

breeding sage grouse; 

 

(iv) The maximum number of nests where a licensee may collect sage  

grouse eggs in each authorized egg collection area; 

 

(v) Sage grouse egg collection shall only take place for up to twenty (20) days 

from April through May as determined by the Department; 

 

(vi) A licensee shall spend no more than one (1) day collecting sage grouse  

eggs in each assigned collection area; 

 

(vii) The time of day for sage grouse egg collection shall be determined by the 

Department in conjunction with the approved methods of egg collection; 

 

(viii) The use of pointing breed dogs shall be permitted for locating sage grouse 

nest sites and egg collection; 

 

(ix) A licensee shall collect all sage grouse eggs from each individual sage  

grouse nest utilized for egg collection;  

 

(x) All sage grouse eggs that are damaged or destroyed during the collection  

process, including eggs damaged in a nest due to a fleeing hen, shall count toward a licensee’s 

maximum authorized egg collection total for the year; and,  
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  (xi) Measures that shall be followed to provide necessary protection to the 

viability of sage grouse eggs collected. 

 

 Section 9.  Hatching Sage Grouse Eggs.  Hatching sage grouse eggs shall be done in a 

hatching facility.  Surrogate hatching of sage grouse eggs using domestic or domesticated 

animals shall not be permitted. 

 

 Section 10.  Release of Sage Grouse.  Release of sage grouse and release methods shall 

only be permitted through coordination with the Department.  The Commission may restrict 

areas of the state from sage grouse release to protect wild populations of sage grouse. 

 

 Section 11.  Escape of Captive Sage Grouse. 

 

 (a) As a condition of receiving a certification, the licensee shall agree to be solely 

responsible for all costs, expenses and damages suffered as a result of possessing sage grouse, 

but not limited to quarantine or total or partial depopulation on account of contagious diseases or 

parasites; or costs and expenses associated with the capture of or destruction of escaped sage 

grouse. 

 

 (b) The licensee or an authorized agent of the licensee shall notify the Department 

within twenty-four (24) hours of discovery that captive sage grouse have escaped.  If the 

Department discovers the escape, it shall notify the licensee or their authorized agent within 

twenty-four (24) hours.  If escaped sage grouse are not recovered by the licensee or their agent 

within forty-eight (48) hours following discovery of the escape or notification by the 

Department, the Department may at its discretion take the escaped sage grouse.   

  

 (c) It is a violation of this regulation to release, abandon or to allow escape of any 

captive sage grouse without prior written authorization from the Department, except as may be 

provided by Wyoming Statutes.  All captive sage grouse released or abandoned without written 

authorization from the Department may be taken by Department personnel. 

 

Section 12.  Records. 

 

(a) A licensee shall maintain on the premises of the game bird farm or at his 

residence legible, current, accurate and complete records on forms provided by the Department 

of the number of sage grouse received, shipped, purchased, reared, released, disposed of, killed 

or sold.  Records shall include names and addresses of all recipients, purchasers, suppliers and 

hunters, the license number of all hunters, the date of each transaction and the number of sage 

grouse reared and released on the sage grouse private game bird farm.  Records shall include 

disease testing results by date and individual bird tested.  Records shall be produced upon 

demand by any Department law enforcement officer during reasonable hours.  The licensee shall 

submit all records to the regional wildlife supervisor in their respective region by April 15 of 

each year for activities that occurred during the term of the certification. 

 

(b) A licensee shall also report the number of nest sites where sage grouse eggs were 

collected, GPS coordinates of all individual nest sites located, the number of eggs in each nest 
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used for collection, the number of eggs collected, number of eggs damaged or destroyed during 

the collection process, dates of egg collection, records of all sage grouse hatched or produced in 

captivity, dates and locations of all released sage grouse and all sage grouse deaths. 

 

(c) Every game bird licensee raising Greater Sage-grouse shall report to the regional 

wildlife supervisor by April 15 of each year the number of Greater Sage-grouse successfully 

raised in the preceding twelve (12) months. 

 

 Section 13.  Inspection by Department Personnel.  Any person issued a certification 

under this regulation shall, during the term of the certification and for a period of sixty (60) days 

after expiration of the certification, allow inspection of sage grouse records, enclosures, hatching 

facilities, sage grouse and sage grouse eggs by Department personnel during reasonable hours. 

 

 Section 14.  Variation from Specified Rules.  Any game bird farm licensee certified to 

raise live sage grouse may submit to the Department for consideration a detailed written request 

to experiment with alternate measures in sage grouse egg collection or raising captive sage 

grouse.  The Department shall provide a written response within twenty (20) days to the licensee 

approving or denying the request and outlining any approved variations from the standard rules 

prior to the licensee adopting any alternate measures.   

 

 Section 15.  Suspension, Revocation or Non-Renewal of Certification.  Failure to 

comply with provisions of this Chapter or Wyoming Statutes governing game bird farms or to 

maintain a captive breeding population is just cause for the suspension, revocation or non-

renewal of a certification.  The suspension, revocation or non-renewal of a certification by the 

Department shall be carried out in compliance with Chapter 27, Rules of Practice Governing 

Contested Cases before the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. 

 

 Section 16.  Disposal of Sage Grouse if Certification is not Renewed or has been 

Suspended or Revoked.  Should a licensee fail to renew their sage grouse certification or their 

certification is suspended or revoked, all sage grouse held in captivity on the premises shall be 

disposed of within sixty (60) days after expiration, suspension or revocation of the game bird 

farm certification.  Disposal shall be in accordance with this Chapter.  After this sixty (60) day 

period, all sage grouse on the premises shall become property of the Department and shall be 

disposed of by the Department in the best interest of the Department. 

 

 Section 17.  Department Expenditures.  The Department shall report to the  

Commission on an annual basis any expenditures incurred in relation to management of Greater 

Sage-grouse bird farms authorized pursuant to W.S. §§ 23-5-101 through 23-5-111. 

       

WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION 

 

                 Keith Culver, President 

 

Dated:  August 23, 2017 
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CHAPTER 60 

 

REGULATION GOVERNING GREATER SAGE-GROUSE  

RAISED ON PRIVATE GAME BIRD FARMS 

 

 Section 1.  Authority.  This regulation is promulgated under authority of Wyoming 

Statutes § 23-1-101, § 23-1-103, § 23-1-302, § 23-3-108, § 23-3-116, §§ 23-5-101 through 23-5-

111 and § 23-6-111. 

 

 Section 2.  Regulation.  The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission hereby adopts the 

following regulation governing Greater Sage-grouse raised on licensed and certified game bird 

farms.  This regulation shall remain in effect until modified or repealed by the Commission and 

all certifications issued under this regulation shall expire on December 31, 2022.  The purpose of 

this regulation is to certify game bird farm licensees to possess, propagate, breed, raise, sell, 

release and take Greater Sage-grouse within the boundaries of a game bird farm, and to collect 

Greater Sage-grouse eggs from the wild for the purpose of establishing a captive breeding 

population.  Game bird farms certified under this regulation are also governed by Commission 

regulation Chapter 40, Regulation Governing Commercial Game Bird Farms. 

 

 Section 3.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this regulation, definitions will be as set forth 

in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, Commission regulations and the Commission also adopts the 

following definitions: 

 

 (a) “Captive Breeding Population” means live captive sage grouse in the possession 

of a licensee with the proper certification, where the licensee has documented captive 

reproductive success through natural breeding or artificial insemination practices and has 

successfully raised sage grouse chicks from captive sage grouse hens living entirely within an 

enclosure, that are self-sustaining and do not require any additional wild sage grouse to be added 

to or supplemented into the flock for any purpose. 

 

(b) “Certificate of Compliance” or “Certification” means a written approval by the 

Department to a game bird farm licensee that authorizes the licensees to possess, propagate, 

breed, raise, sell, gather eggs from the wild and release live greater sage grouse and to take 

greater sage grouse within the boundaries of their game bird farm. 

 

(c) “Collection Area” means a geographic area as determined by the Department and 

specified on a Certificate of Compliance, where sage grouse nest sites in the wild may be 

disturbed by a licensee for the sole purpose of collecting sage grouse eggs. 

 

(d) “Coordination with the Department” means the game bird licensee shall contact 

the Department representative listed on their Certificate of Compliance to receive authorization 

at least ten (10) business days prior to any release of sage grouse within the state and outside of 

the boundaries of a game bird farm, or to release sage grouse where wild sage grouse exist within 

the boundaries of an existing game bird farm, or collection of any sage grouse eggs from the 

wild.  A Department representative may observe and direct any release of sage grouse or 

collection of any sage grouse eggs from the wild. 
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(e) “Enclosure” means a holding facility designed to confine and physically separate 

captive sage grouse from other game birds, domestic animals, domesticated animals and 

livestock, and to handle live greater sage grouse.  The holding facility shall be defined by legal 

description to the quarter/quarter (1/4-1/4) section where live sage grouse shall be possessed or 

confined. 

 

(f) “Hatching Facility” means a commercially produced incubator and hatcher 

capable of monitoring and maintaining environmental conditions necessary to successfully hatch 

sage grouse eggs. 

 

(g)  “Professional Wildlife Biologist” means an individual named by an applicant on 

their certification application who has a professional wildlife background in the management of 

Greater Sage-grouse and is knowledgeable of the species’ habitats, who has been approved by 

the Department and is listed on a licensee’s Certificate of Compliance. 

 

(h) “Sage Grouse” means live birds and viable eggs of all Greater Sage-grouse 

(Centrocercus urophasianus). 

 

(i) “Successfully Raised” means documented evidence, as required by the 

Department, that a licensee has demonstrated an ability to hatch game bird eggs or brood chicks, 

raise juvenile game birds to breeding age and achieve reproduction of game birds through either 

natural or artificial insemination.  

 

(j) “Vegetation Consistent with the Needs of Sage Grouse” means the presence of  

one (1) or more species/subspecies of appropriate sage brush, forbs and grasses suitable to sage 

grouse and in sufficient quantity to meet the needs of captive sage grouse and any offspring.  

Sage brush, forbs and grasses shall be maintained and replaced as necessary to provide food, 

cover and suitable dust control. 

 

 Section 4.  Application for Game Bird Farm Licensee Sage Grouse Certification.   

 

(a)       Any game bird farm licensee desiring certification to operate a sage grouse  

private game bird farm shall make application on forms provided by the Department.  A 

Certificate of Compliance shall be received prior to taking possession of any sage grouse. 

 

(b) Applications for a Certificate of Compliance shall be submitted annually on a 

form provided by the Department to the permitting officer during regular business hours from 

November 1 through December 31 for the following calendar year.  If the deadline date occurs 

on a date when the Department has been closed to mail delivery (weekends, holiday, etc.), 

applications shall be accepted until 5:00 p.m. mountain time zone on the next business day. 

 

 (c) Only complete applications received by the permitting officer during the 

application period shall be accepted.  Applicants shall be notified by the Department by January 

15 of Certification approval or denial, and by March 15 of specific egg collection allocation 

limits and the geographic areas where sage grouse eggs may be collected. 
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 (d) The Department shall issue no more than five (5) Certifications to raise Greater-

sage Grouse pursuant to W.S. § 23-5-111. 

 

 Section 5.  Identification Requirements.  Before release of any sage grouse, the 

Department and licensee shall determine a specific method to identify individual birds.  The type 

of identification shall depend upon the age of the sage grouse.  The Department shall make the 

final determination as to the suitability of the identification method. 

 

 Section 6.  Disease Free Certification. 

 

(a) All sage grouse possessed under a Certification of Compliance shall be 

maintained disease free in accordance with Department requirements and applicable Commission 

regulations.  All facilities utilized in the game bird farm shall be maintained so as to prohibit the 

acquisition, spread or transmittal of diseases and parasites.  Upon the discovery or exposure of 

any captive sage grouse to any contagious disease, the licensee shall immediately place such 

affected sage grouse under the professional care of a veterinarian licensed in the State of 

Wyoming and such incident shall be reported within twenty-four (24) hours to a Department 

representative listed on the licensee’s Certificate of Compliance, their local game warden or 

regional office by the game bird farm licensee or their designee. 

 

(b) All sage grouse enclosures and hatching facilities shall be cleaned and sanitized 

prior to placing any sage grouse in these facilities.   

 

(i) The licensee shall provide written documentation to the Department that 

the enclosure and hatching facilities have been cleaned and sanitized annually, including a 

description of the methods used to clean and sanitize the facilities, prior to the issuance of a 

Certificate of Compliance. 

 

(ii) The licensee shall designate and utilize a Department approved method of 

sanitization and decontamination for all persons entering or exiting a sage grouse enclosure or 

hatching facility to reduce the transmission of disease. 

 

(c)  The licensee shall submit an annual National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) 

certificate to the Department prior to renewal of their certification. 

 

(d) The licensee shall provide to the Department an annual avian influenza free 

certification from a veterinarian licensed in the state of Wyoming for their sage grouse enclosure 

and hatching facility prior to renewal of their certification. 

 

(e) All sage grouse scheduled for release shall test negative within thirty (30) days 

prior to release for Mycoplasma gallisepticum, M. synoviae, M. meleagridis, avian influenza, 

Salmonella pullorum (Pullorum Disease) and S. gallinarum (Fowl Typhoid). 

 

(f) The licensee shall maintain an active parasite monitoring program as approved by 

the Department and manage or treat sage grouse as needed to maintain low parasite burdens. 

 



60-4 

 

(g) A Department veterinarian shall inspect a licensee’s enclosure, hatching facility 

and sage grouse a minimum of one (1) time per year to insure they are disease free. 

 

(h) If facilities or sage grouse are found not to be disease free, or if diseased sage 

grouse present a threat to the wildlife of the state as determined by the Department, the 

Department may require additional disease or parasite testing or order such action as necessary, 

including quarantine or destruction of sage grouse, sterilization of enclosures and facilities, 

cessation of activities and disposal of the diseased sage grouse in a manner satisfactory to the 

Department.  The Department may refuse to lift the quarantine or refuse to allow the operation of 

the game bird farm until such time as the facilities and sage grouse meet disease free 

requirements.  When it is shown the facilities and sage grouse meet disease free requirements, 

the Department may lift the quarantine. 

 

(i) Sage grouse scheduled for release shall be held in a separate holding pen for a 

minimum of thirty (30) consecutive days prior to their release.  Any sage grouse mortality from 

those held for release during this thirty (30) day period shall immediately be reported to the 

Department and sent for necropsy to the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory at the expense of 

the licensee.  Copies of the necropsy results from the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory 

shall be provided to the Department by the licensee within five (5) calendar days from the date of 

the report.  In such cases, written permission from the Department shall be required prior to 

release of any remaining sage grouse. 

 

 Section 7.  Sage Grouse Enclosure. 
 

(a) Before a certification is issued to a licensee, Department personnel shall review 

the applicant’s proposed enclosure taking into consideration the number of sage grouse 

requested, the welfare of the sage grouse to be possessed, the purpose(s) for which the sage 

grouse shall be held and to insure adequate protection for Wyoming’s wildlife resources.  Sage 

grouse enclosures shall be constructed to meet Department approval prior to possession of live 

sage grouse. 

 

(b) A sage grouse enclosure shall be physically separate from holding facilities 

utilized for other species of game birds, domestic animals, domesticated animals or livestock.  

Sage grouse holding facilities shall be constructed to include a minimum one hundred (100) foot 

unoccupied buffer zone around the enclosure to avoid physical contact between other species of 

game birds, domestic birds or livestock to diminish the transmission of aerosolized pathogens. 

 

(c) Enclosures shall include vegetation consistent with the needs of sage grouse, 

sources of visual obstruction, small shelters, cover and sub-pens that enable complete separation 

of the sexes during certain times of year. 

 

Section 8.  Acquiring Sage Grouse for Captive Rearing.   

 

(a)      Sage grouse shall not be imported into Wyoming for the purpose of propagation  

on game bird farms. 
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(b) A maximum of two hundred fifty (250) sage grouse eggs may be collected during 

a calendar year by a licensee as annually determined and authorized by the Department.   

 

(c) The Department may supervise the collection of sage grouse eggs to assure 

minimal impact to nesting sage grouse.  If the Department determines there is an unacceptable 

impact to nesting sage grouse, the Department shall not allow the licensee to collect additional 

sage grouse eggs. 

 

(d) No person shall collect sage grouse eggs on private land without first obtaining 

written permission from the landowner, lessee or person in charge of the property. 

 

(e) Additional limitations may be imposed upon sage grouse egg collection as 

stipulated on the certification, or a complete suspension of sage grouse egg collection may be 

mandated immediately upon notification as determined by the Department.  

 

(f)      A licensee desiring to collect sage grouse eggs shall annually obtain a  

Certification from the Department which shall, at a minimum, identify: 

 

(i) Designated sage grouse egg collection areas; 

 

(ii) Authorized methods of egg collection; 

 

(iii) Techniques that shall be used to minimize disturbance to nesting and  

breeding sage grouse; 

 

(iv) The maximum number of nests where a licensee may collect sage  

grouse eggs in each authorized egg collection area; 

 

(v) Sage grouse egg collection shall only take place for up to twenty (20) days 

from April through May as determined by the Department; 

 

(vi) A licensee shall spend no more than one (1) day collecting sage grouse  

eggs in each assigned collection area; 

 

(vii) The time of day for sage grouse egg collection shall be determined by the 

Department in conjunction with the approved methods of egg collection; 

 

(viii) The use of pointing breed dogs shall be permitted for locating sage grouse 

nest sites and egg collection; 

 

(ix) A licensee shall collect all sage grouse eggs from each individual sage  

grouse nest utilized for egg collection;  

 

(x) All sage grouse eggs that are damaged or destroyed during the collection  

process, including eggs damaged in a nest due to a fleeing hen, shall count toward a licensee’s 

maximum authorized egg collection total for the year; and,  
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  (xi) Measures that shall be followed to provide necessary protection to the 

viability of sage grouse eggs collected. 

 

 Section 9.  Hatching Sage Grouse Eggs.  Hatching sage grouse eggs shall be done in a 

hatching facility.  Surrogate hatching of sage grouse eggs using domestic or domesticated 

animals shall not be permitted. 

 

 Section 10.  Release of Sage Grouse.  Release of sage grouse and release methods shall 

only be permitted through coordination with the Department.  The Commission may restrict 

areas of the state from sage grouse release to protect wild populations of sage grouse. 

 

 Section 11.  Escape of Captive Sage Grouse. 

 

 (a) As a condition of receiving a certification, the licensee shall agree to be solely 

responsible for all costs, expenses and damages suffered as a result of possessing sage grouse, 

but not limited to quarantine or total or partial depopulation on account of contagious diseases or 

parasites; or costs and expenses associated with the capture of or destruction of escaped sage 

grouse. 

 

 (b) The licensee or an authorized agent of the licensee shall notify the Department 

within twenty-four (24) hours of discovery that captive sage grouse have escaped.  If the 

Department discovers the escape, it shall notify the licensee or their authorized agent within 

twenty-four (24) hours.  If escaped sage grouse are not recovered by the licensee or their agent 

within forty-eight (48) hours following discovery of the escape or notification by the 

Department, the Department may at its discretion take the escaped sage grouse.   

  

 (c) It is a violation of this regulation to release, abandon or to allow escape of any 

captive sage grouse without prior written authorization from the Department, except as may be 

provided by Wyoming Statutes.  All captive sage grouse released or abandoned without written 

authorization from the Department may be taken by Department personnel. 

 

Section 12.  Records. 

 

(a) A licensee shall maintain on the premises of the game bird farm or at his 

residence legible, current, accurate and complete records on forms provided by the Department 

of the number of sage grouse received, shipped, purchased, reared, released, disposed of, killed 

or sold.  Records shall include names and addresses of all recipients, purchasers, suppliers and 

hunters, the license number of all hunters, the date of each transaction and the number of sage 

grouse reared and released on the sage grouse private game bird farm.  Records shall include 

disease testing results by date and individual bird tested.  Records shall be produced upon 

demand by any Department law enforcement officer during reasonable hours.  The licensee shall 

submit all records to the regional wildlife supervisor in their respective region by April 15 of 

each year for activities that occurred during the term of the certification. 

 

(b) A licensee shall also report the number of nest sites where sage grouse eggs were 

collected, GPS coordinates of all individual nest sites located, the number of eggs in each nest 
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used for collection, the number of eggs collected, number of eggs damaged or destroyed during 

the collection process, dates of egg collection, records of all sage grouse hatched or produced in 

captivity, dates and locations of all released sage grouse and all sage grouse deaths. 

 

(c) Every game bird licensee raising Greater-sage Grouse shall report to the regional 

wildlife supervisor by April 15 of each year the number of Greater-sage Grouse successfully 

raised in the preceding twelve (12) months. 

 

 Section 13.  Inspection by Department Personnel.  Any person issued a certification 

under this regulation shall, during the term of the certification and for a period of sixty (60) days 

after expiration of the certification, allow inspection of sage grouse records, enclosures, hatching 

facilities, sage grouse and sage grouse eggs by Department personnel during reasonable hours. 

 

 Section 14.  Variation from Specified Rules.  Any game bird farm licensee certified to 

raise live sage grouse may submit to the Department for consideration a detailed written request 

to experiment with alternate measures in sage grouse egg collection or raising captive sage 

grouse.  The Department shall provide a written response within twenty (20) days to the licensee 

approving or denying the request and outlining any approved variations from the standard rules 

prior to the licensee adopting any alternate measures.   

 

 Section 15.  Suspension, Revocation or Non-Renewal of Certification.  Failure to 

comply with provisions of this Chapter or Wyoming Statutes governing game bird farms or to 

maintain a captive breeding population is just cause for the suspension, revocation or non-

renewal of a certification.  The suspension, revocation or non-renewal of a certification by the 

Department shall be carried out in compliance with Chapter 27, Rules of Practice Governing 

Contested Cases before the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission. 

 

 Section 16.  Disposal of Sage Grouse if Certification is not Renewed or has been 

Suspended or Revoked.  Should a licensee fail to renew their sage grouse certification or their 

certification is suspended or revoked, all sage grouse held in captivity on the premises shall be 

disposed of within sixty (60) days after expiration, suspension or revocation of the game bird 

farm certification.  Disposal shall be in accordance with this Chapter.  After this sixty (60) day 

period, all sage grouse on the premises shall become property of the Department and shall be 

disposed of by the Department in the best interest of the Department. 

 

 Section 17.  Department Expenditures.  The Department shall report to the  

Commission on an annual basis any expenditures incurred in relation to management of Greater-

sage Grouse bird farms authorized pursuant to W.S. §§ 23-5-101 through 23-5-111. 
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