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WWyyoommiinngg’’ss  LLeeggiissllaattoorrss  BBaacckk  ttoo  SScchhooooll   PPrrooggrraamm  
 

TTOOPP  1100  TTIIPPSS  FFOORR  AA  SSUUCCCCEESSSSFFUULL    
CCLLAASSSSRROOOOMM  VVIISSIITT  

 

Thank you for taking time out of your incredibly busy schedule to visit students as part of the Wyoming’s 
Legislators Back to School Program.  You are now part of a nationwide movement to help restore the faith 
and trust of young people in our system of representative democracy.  Now that you’ve decided to visit a 
classroom, you may be wondering what you’ve gotten yourself into and what to do next!  Have no fear, 
we’ve got lots of resources and advice for you below.  
 
 

    MMaakkee  CCoonnttaacctt  
It’s a good idea to contact the classroom teacher in advance of your trip to the school to brainstorm 
ideas for your visit.  Contacting the teacher before arriving at the school ensures that you both know 

what you want to accomplish during your time in the classroom.  Encourage the teacher to explore the 
classroom resources available on the Wyoming Legislature’s Web site.     
 

  CCoommee  BBeeaarriinngg  GGiiffttss  
 The Your Ideas Count materials developed by the National Conference of State Legislatures  
 (NCSL) are a great resource to bring with you to the classroom.  The ideas in these booklets can help 

generate discussion among the students.  Your classroom packet will include an adequate number of these 
materials to provide to the students.  If you are visiting middle and high school students, your classroom 
packet will also include both VHS and DVD copies of the Your Ideas Count video.  If you are visiting 
grade school students, you will receive a copy of a new NCSL video titled Citizen Brain. You can show 
these videos during your visit or leave them with the classroom teacher to show after you have left.   
 

  LLeett  TThheemm  WWaallkk  iinn  YYoouurr  SShhooeess  
 For students to truly understand the negotiation, debate, and compromise involved in making public   
 policy, nothing works like putting the students in your shoes during your visit.  Make your classroom 

visit interactive.  Students learn best by doing and you can help facilitate the interaction.  Review the 
“Suggestions for Classroom Activities” worksheet enclosed in your packet for ideas about how to create 
hands-on learning opportunities for the students.  At the end of your visit, students should better understand 
that coming to agreement in our diverse society can be difficult and that it is the role of the Legislature to 
settle disagreements among the varied viewpoints in our society through compromise.   
 

  RReellaattee  ttoo  TThheeiirr  WWoorrlldd    
  Talk with the students about issues that are important to them. Young people are often disengaged   
  from the legislative process, because they don’t think that politics affects them.  Legislators can 

bring policymaking to life for students by explaining that the issues that state legislatures deal with are 
critical ones for people of all ages, including students.  Some examples of the many things that the 
legislature decides that affect students that you may want to bring up during your classroom visit include:  
length of the school year, requirements for driver’s licenses, drinking age, seat belt safety requirements, 
student testing requirements, school uniforms, school violence, driving age, helmets for bicyclists, video 
game restrictions, smoking on campus, graffiti, and curfews.  You can communicate that everyone’s life is 
affected by legislation, so it is important that people pay attention to – and get involved in – the political 
process.  You can also share that in our system of representative democracy, participation can and does 
make a difference, even if you are not old enough to vote.   
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  TThhrrooww  OOuutt  tthhee  ““HHooww  tthhee  BBiillll  BBeeccoommeess  aa  LLaaww””  SSppeeeecchh  
  Often when students learn about the Legislature, they learn procedural issues, such as how a bill   
  becomes a law, rather than learning to embrace the core values of our representative democracy. 

Teaching a student the rules of the game is futile if they aren’t sure they want to play in the first place.  
First, we need to convince young people that the game is worth playing. The purpose of the Wyoming’s 
Legislators Back to School Program is not to teach students about the three branches of government or how 
a bill becomes a law, but rather to help students understand the pressures, conflicts and difficulties that 
legislators deal with in trying to solve public policy problems.  
 

  DDiissppeell  tthhee  MMyytthhss  
 There are a number of messages that you can bring to the classroom to counteract cynicism and  
 provide a more accurate view of the value of our legislative institutions and the people who serve in 

them. Your classroom packet includes a booklet called “Reality Check” that includes ten key messages that 
you can use to explain and promote the core values of the legislative institution and dispel the myths that 
abound about the legislative process. These messages include:  Hollywood Has it Wrong; We Don’t All 
Agree; You Can’t Win ‘em All; Change Takes Time; You are a Special Interest; Your Ideas Count; 
Legislators Are Just Like You; Politics is Messy; We Have the Gold Standard; and You Have the Keys.   
   

  RReemmeemmbbeerr  tthhee  SSiixx  PPss    
A state legislator who has been involved in the program for several years offers advice for fellow 
legislators to “remember their Ps.”  According to this seasoned veteran, you will have a successful 

classroom visit if you “Promote” the value of the legislative institution, encourage “Participation” on the 
part of young people, and explain the legislative “Process.”  It’s best to avoid discussing “Partisan” issues, 
“People” involved in politics, and your specific “Policy” agenda with students.  
 

  OOffffeerr  AAnnootthheerr  PPooiinntt  ooff  VViieeww  
 Studies show that most young people don’t have a lot of faith or trust in our system of government.   
 State legislators are especially qualified to help students understand their roles and responsibilities as 

citizens.  The objective of Wyoming’s Legislators Back to School Program is to counter the cynicism and 
distrust that prevails among young people today by offering a more positive and accurate view of elected 
officials, the people who work with them, and the legislative institutions in which they serve.  Americans 
are so bombarded by negative and inaccurate portrayals of government that it is essential to offer an 
explicitly positive view of representative democracy to balance prevailing cynical and distrustful views.   
 

  DDoonn’’tt  SSttoopp  TThheerree  
 The materials for your classroom visit will include a packet that you can provide to the classroom   
  teacher full of additional resources, including handouts and lesson plans.  Encourage the classroom 

teacher to use these materials to ensure that students understand the myths and realities of legislative 
service.  You can also encourage the classroom teacher to get involved in other civic education initiatives 
that help students understand, and engage in, the legislative process, such as the We the People and Project 
Citizen programs.  Your classroom packet also includes evaluation forms for you, the teacher, and students 
to complete and return to NCSL.  Electronic versions of the form are also available online.  
 

  SSmmiillee  aanndd  HHaavvee  aa  BBaallll!!  
 Have fun during your visit and pat yourself on the back for including civic education in your  
 representational responsibilities.  Young people need to have a more realistic sense of what 

their political system is about and what they can and cannot expect from it.  Thank you for providing that 
perspective and for actively engaging our nation’s youngest citizens in their democracy.   
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