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Notice on Auditing Standards: Scoping papers are not an auditing standards-based research 

product. Scoping papers are intended to provide the Management Audit Committee with a 

summary on a potential evaluation topic (including descriptions of basic agency, program, or 

procedural functions) on which to decide if a full program evaluation is required. This scoping 

paper was prepared with information obtained from the agency and staff listed. The information 

was not independently verified according to governmental auditing and evaluation standards.  

If this topic moves forward to a full evaluation, the evaluation will be conducted as much as 

practicable according to generally accepted governmental auditing standards promulgated by the 

Comptroller General of the United States, as required by W.S. 28-8-107(e). Information 

contained in this paper, as well as all subsequent information gathered during the evaluation will 

be independently verified and reported according to the auditing standards. 
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Introduction 

During the December 5-6, 2016 Management Audit Committee 

meeting, the Program Evaluation Division was directed to provide a 

scoping paper of the Wyoming Department of Transportation’s 

(WYDOT) project development and design process.  Specifically, 

the Committee wanted to know whether Context Sensitive 

Solutions (also referred to as Context Sensitive Designs) are utilized 

during the project development and design process to create a 

consistent forum for the consideration of stakeholder feedback. 

As many of the State’s highway and road design projects are 

federally funded, WYDOT must adhere to federal requirements 

regarding public involvement, which are based in the Code of 

Federal Regulations (CFR) 450.210  related to Statewide and 

Nonmetropolitan Transportation Planning and Programming under 

the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  See Appendix A.  

This CFR focuses on interested parties and public involvement at 

key decision points in the project planning and development 

process.  According to WYDOT, the stakeholder feedback process 

is extensive as feedback is received on all projects, and WYDOT 

often exceeds federal requirements.  The types of feedback and 

documentation are customized to the type of project and its 

specific impacts.    

Background 

The FHWA, along with other federal agencies, provides oversight 

regarding WYDOT’s programs and projects.  However, WYDOT 

does not currently administer projects on behalf of the federal 

government.  According to WYDOT, states are not currently 

required to use specific public involvement processes or techniques 

on projects that use federal funds, although public involvement is 

required to occur, as defined by each state.  Many additional 

requirements, including components of the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), are requirements that must be 

adhered to when using federal funds. 

State and Federal Relationship 

The WYDOT works with many state and federal agencies in order 

to obtain various permits and clearances to complete projects.  

According to WYDOT, the agency’s relationship with FHWA is 

extremely good, and through a formal stewardship agreement, 

WYDOT has assumed many FHWA responsibilities in the State, 

as allowed by 23 U.S.C. 106.  The WYDOT officials indicate that 
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many internal processes have been streamlined where state-level 

decisions and deadlines have been strengthened.  The agency 

prides itself on its relationships and holds regular meetings with 

many federal and state agencies.   

However, all projects using federal funds are required to adhere to 

federal regulations, which impact how WYDOT directs the entire 

project process, from planning and design, to contracts and rates for 

contract payment, to financial oversight and the environmental 

review process, and the extent of public involvement.  Agency 

officials state that the size and scope of a project as well as the 

requirements for environmental review can affect project schedules. 

Officials from WYDOT note continuous improvements have been 

made to its design processes within the past ten years.  One 

example is revising its focus toward to sustaining current assets 

rather than focusing on expanded infrastructure needs.  In addition, 

WYDOT has stated that a performance management system is 

used to annually report goals and results to the public, the 

Wyoming Legislature, the Transportation Commission, and the 

Governor’s Office.  Federal law also requires states to set uniform 

measures and performance targets for tracking project goals, 

except for interstate pavement conditions and bridges, which are 

established by federal law.  This reporting helps to increase public 

involvement in the development and implementation of design 

projects. 

The National Environmental Policy Act Applies to WYDOT 

Projects  

The FHWA is the central federal agency which oversees NEPA 

requirements for transportation projects.  According to the FHWA, 

the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) was 

developed in order to establish criteria for environmental planning 

and decision-making to be used by Federal agencies to enhance 

interagency cooperation and increase public participation in project 

development.  In order to comply with these and other 

requirements, under U.S. federal-aid highways law, 23 U.S.C. 

109(h) was developed to: 

“…promulgate guidelines designed to assure the possible adverse 

economic, social and environmental effects relating to any 

proposed project on any Federal –aid system have been fully 

considered and the final decisions made in the best overall public 

interest, taking into consideration the need for fast, safe and 
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efficient transportation, public services, and costs of eliminating 

or minimizing such adverse effects and the following: 

(1) Air, noise, and water pollution; 

(2) Destruction or disruption of man-made and natural 

resources, aesthetic values, community cohesion and 

availability of public facilities and services; 

(3) Adverse employment effects, and tax and property value 

losses; 

(4) Injurious displacement of people, businesses and farms; 

and 

(5) Disruption of desirable community and regional 

growth…” 

According to WYDOT, more than 90% of its projects involve the 

use of federal funds, and over 98% of projects require adherence to 

NEPA standards and “involve relatively simple categorical 

inclusions.”  The WYDOT did not provide examples of these 

categorical inclusions.  According to WYDOT’s Road Design 

Manual, “the design and environmental processes are two separate 

elements that proceed along the same general time line and interact 

with one another to coordinate environmental needs, studies, 

public input, and mitigation requirements.” 

WYDOT Structure 

WYDOT’s Chief Engineer oversees the planning, design and 

construction processes carried out by the Engineering and Planning 

and Operations Sections of WYDOT.  There is a total of 578 

employees within the sections across the State that are involved in 

these functions.  Figure 1, on the next page, provides an overview 

of WYDOT’s structure under the Chief Engineer, who directly 

oversees the Assistant Chief Engineer of Engineering and 

Planning, as well as the Assistant Chief Engineer of Operations.  

The Assistant Chief Engineer of Engineering and Planning 

oversees multiple programs, including Bridges, Rights-of-Way, 

Highway Development, Geology, Contracts and Estimates, 

Highway Project Delivery, Materials and Planning.  The Assistant 

Chief Engineer of Operations oversees the Traffic program, 

Construction staff, and Districts 1 through 5 operations and 

activities. 
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According to WYDOT, the number of staff directly involved in a 

project will vary greatly, depending upon the project type and 

complexity, according to WYDOT officials.  For example, 

WYDOT stated that an overlay or reconstruction project may have 

20 to 35 employees tasked with project completion, whereas a 

smaller project involving maintenance tasks may have only 3 to 10 

employees staffed.  At present, 151 projects are currently under 

construction, 176 projects are within the design process, and 93 are 

in the planning process.   

 

 

Figure 1 

WYDOT Engineering Organization 

Structure 

Source:  Wyoming Department of Transportation 
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WYDOT Funding 

The Wyoming Legislature discontinued WYDOT’s use of general 

funds for the 2017 biennium and increased the State portion of 

driver’s license fees and vehicle registration fees in order to 

partially offset these general funds.  Additionally, WYDOT’s 

budget was decreased by $2 million on an annual basis during the 

same process.  The agency further asserts that federal funds are 

predominantly from formula apportionments from the Federal 

Highway Trust Fund, and Congress sets the levels of funding 

through the annual appropriations process. 

Multiple federal funding program categories are utilized by 

WYDOT to support its programs, including highway design and 

construction.  The percentage of federal program funds allocated to 

projects generally includes: 

 The National Highway Performance Program (58%) 

 Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (27%) 

 Highway Safety Improvement Program (6%) 

 Congestion Mitigation and Air quality Improvement 

Program (4%) 

 National Highway Freight Program (3%) 

 Metropolitan Planning, Recreational Trails, and Highway 

Rail Crossing (2%). 

What is Context Sensitive Solutions? 

While not mandated, many state-level transportation agencies, 

including WYDOT, have implemented standards within their own 

design processes, including the utilization of Context Sensitive 

Solutions (CSS), which attempts to provide consistent and project 

responsive stakeholder involvement throughout the design process.  

According to the FHWA, about half of all states have adopted CSS 

policies through executive orders, agency policies/practices, or 

legislative changes.  The development of CSS has evolved since 

the 1970s with significant actions at the federal level in the 1990s 

to improve public involvement in project development. 

The FHWA identifies CSS as a “collaborative, interdisciplinary, 

and holistic approach to the development of transportation 

projects.”  Furthermore, the FHWA defines CSS by stating, “It is 

an approach that leads to preserving and enhancing scenic, 

aesthetic, historic, community, and environmental resources, while 
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improving or maintaining safety, mobility, and infrastructure 

conditions.”  The CSS approach considers both the needs of the 

community and the agency viewpoints within the decision-making 

process.  The core principles of CSS include: 

1.) Shared stakeholder vision as the basis for decision-making. 

2.) Understanding all contexts in the development of a project. 

3.) Ongoing communication and collaboration in order to 

develop consensus. 

4.) Remaining flexible and creative in the development of 

solutions, while enhancing community and natural 

environments. 

FHWA maintains that the use of CSS helps to make projects more 

cost effective with increased community partnerships.  The CSS 

process also and helps to ensure that projects’ size and scale are 

appropriate and the process may aid in reducing opposition that 

can lead to delays and potential litigation.  Federal, state, and local 

agencies use CSS to save both time and resources.  

How Does WYDOT Utilize CSS? 

There is no specific Wyoming statute that requires WYDOT to use 

the CSS process, and there is no mandate by FHWA that state-level 

transportation agencies use CSS on federally funded transportation 

projects.  However, there are other federal requirements WYDOT 

must adhere to on projects that use federal funds.   

Officials at WYDOT state that the agency does incorporate the 

principles of CSS in many of its projects.  Officials stated CSS is 

used to understand the complete nature of a project through public 

involvement, which is predominantly through public meetings and 

discussions.  Additionally, WYDOT created a public involvement 

handbook, which is available online for community use.  There is 

also a context sensitive amenities policy employed by WYDOT.  

See Appendix B for this amenities policy. 

Officials with WYDOT indicated they work to ensure decisions 

regarding the implementation of CSS are balanced between 

community needs and funding availability.  On occasion, according 

to WYDOT, there are instances in which community members feel 

that their solutions or ideas have not been heard, especially if these 

ideas are not specifically incorporated into the final project design.  

However, WYDOT states that all pertinent factors are evaluated to 

develop the appropriate approach for each project.   
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Transportation Project Development 

Design Process 

According to WYDOT, there are several steps that are required for 

the design process for all projects.  Figure 2, below, provides 

WYDOT’s flowchart of its design process, which highlights the 

steps to completion from the planning phase to the project award. 

Figure 2 

WYDOT’s Project Planning and Design (Development) Process 

 
Source:  Wyoming Department of Transportation 

The process begins with the development of statewide plans that 

take in to account the transportation needs around the State and 

then WYDOT identifies and compiles a “fiscally constrained” list 

of statewide projects (i.e. fitting projects into available funding).  

These plans are updated regularly.  For example, WYDOT 

develops both a 20-year outlook plan, which is updated every five 

years, and a 6-year State Transportation Improvement Program 

(STIP), which is updated annually and must be approved by the 

Transportation Commission.  The development of these plans offer 

opportunities for public meetings, local government workshops, 

meetings with non-governmental organizations, and notice in local 

newspapers.  Plans are also posted to WYDOT’s website.  Any 
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additional documents that are compiled in order to clarify the 

project’s needs and potential future conditions are also made 

available on the website for review.   

Finally, individual projects enter the project design phase.  Project 

schedules are created and the project is reviewed to ensure that 

each project is ready to bid in accordance with its position in the 

STIP.  Public outreach and environmental requirements are 

documented and accommodated based upon the project’s 

complexity and WYDOT’s experience working through issues on 

each project.  The design process may take several months to 

several years to complete.  Additionally, not all projects require the 

same sets of plans for completion. 

Project Completion and Review 

Projects can occasionally be reordered based upon changing 

priorities while higher priority projects are completed.  Officials 

for WYDOT state that the agency takes steps to ensure that the 

public and landowners are kept informed if there is a project delay 

through the distribution of status reports, and additional meetings 

may be considered. 

Additionally, internal reviews (IRs) are voluntarily conducted on 

an annual basis in order to confirm compliance and ensure that 

WYDOT is providing effective stewardship of resources.  

According to WYDOT, this can be accomplished through a variety 

of performance audits and procedural reviews as well as other 

additional measures, such as research, analysis and training.   

The agency notes that it voluntarily participates in many internal 

reviews and audits per year and utilizes an outside consultant to 

conduct reviews on multiple projects in various stages of 

development.  According to WYDOT officials, 56 project 

development plans have been reviewed since 2012, and there are 

four additional plans expected to be reviewed during the summer 

2017.  Lastly, WYDOT states that the FHWA has performed 

several external peer reviews for WYDOT using their subject 

matter experts on applicable processes. 
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Public Involvement 

Stakeholder participation is an important step in the project 

development and design process in an effort to establish consensus 

regarding design implementation.  Frequent discussion with 

stakeholders and incorporation of stakeholder feedback into 

designs and the decision-making process is encouraged by both the 

FHWA and WYDOT.  The FHWA encourages customized 

approaches to designs that incorporate stakeholder feedback in the 

decision-making process.  

WYDOT posts relevant project documents to the agency website 

so the public can stay informed about upcoming and ongoing 

projects.  Stakeholder feedback is taken into consideration 

throughout the lifecycle of each project, beginning with statewide 

planning documents through to completion of the design and 

construction process.  Officials from WYDOT also noted that its 

staff participates regularly in meetings with the Wyoming County 

Commissioners Association and the Wyoming Association of 

Municipalities.  These events provide various educational 

opportunities, technical assistance, grants and compliance support 

to cities and counties throughout Wyoming.  Local city and county 

meetings are also attended by WYDOT staff in order to address 

processes and concerns on specific projects.  Finally, WYDOT 

provides some funds to communities to investigate transportation 

issues for specific projects or area plans. 

Project Types and Public Involvement 

According to WYDOT, not all types of projects require public 

meetings, such as chip seals or crack seals.  WYDOT may hold 

open houses regarding other minor and small context projects or 

other forms of public outreach regarding construction related 

schedules.  According to WYDOT Operating Policy 17-8, entitled, 

Public Involvement Policy there are four project levels for public 

involvement, which depend upon the size and scope of the project: 

 Level A: These projects are predominantly “maintenance 

projects, contract maintenance projects” and projects with 

“programmatic categorical exclusions.” 

o Public Involvement Required:  This level of project 

requires a news release regarding the project and includes 

WYDOT contact information. 
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 Level B: These projects are typically “minor urban projects, 

projects with categorical exclusions, and some reconstruction 

projects.” 

o Public Involvement Required:  This level of project 

requires a news release regarding the project,  WYDOT 

contact information, local newspaper or other media 

contacts, contacts with “local government officials, interest 

groups, and other organizations,” contacts with landowners 

impacted by the project, and public notification of  project 

construction and other relevant schedules. 

 Level C: These projects may require environmental 

assessments, corridor assessments or improvements, as well as 

minor realignment projects. 

o Public Involvement Required:  This level of project 

requires a news release regarding the project, WYDOT 

contact information, local newspaper or other media 

contact, contact with impacted landowners, as well as 

“local officials, interest groups, and other organizations.”  

Level C projects also require a scoping meeting where the 

basic information regarding the project may be presented 

and feedback is received.  Drafts of environmental 

documents are distributed, and a news release is created 

regarding the public meeting.  In addition, there is “an 

opportunity to hold a public meeting or hearing to receive 

comments on the decisions.”  Lastly, prior to and during 

construction, media is utilized in order to distribute 

information regarding the project. 

 Level D: These projects typically include “environmental 

impact statements (EIS’s), major realignment, new highway 

corridor projects, and major urban projects”. 

o Public Involvement Required:  This level also requires all of 

the steps previously mentioned in Level C, but also requires 

a notice of intent along with the news release.  Further, this 

level requires the establishment of an advisory committee of 

“diverse stakeholders,” the possible establishment of an 

interdisciplinary team for technical expertise, public scoping 

meetings, identification of possible alternatives, and follow-

up public meetings.  This level also specifies that impacted 

landowners, government officials and other interest groups 
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be contacted during the preparation of the EIS.  Additional 

public meetings are to be established as needed.   

See Attachment C for the Public Involvement Policy. 

Although projects involved in Level’s A and B are often excluded 

from federal rules, WYDOT continues to solicit public and 

stakeholder involvement for these project levels.  Levels C and D 

are projects with larger scopes and often involve more extensive 

analysis, such as an environmental assessment or environmental 

impact statement (EIS).  These project levels provide for multiple 

opportunities for public and stakeholder involvement and 

feedback.  The WYDOT indicates that the level of impact largely 

determines the level of public outreach for a project.   

Project Bidding Processes 

Construction Bidding Process 

Projects from WYDOT are exempt from the Department of 

Administration and Information, State Procurement Office’s 

processes and standards to set bids, as established in W.S. 9-2-

1027 through 9-2-1033.  However, WYDOT has statutory 

authority through W.S. 24-2-108 to establish its own rules and 

regulations regarding the construction project bidding process.  

The agency indicates this process includes notice to bidders, 

awarding contracts, and determining bidder qualifications and 

responsibilities.   The specific rules and regulations are established 

in Chapter 1 of WYDOT’s Rules and Regulations, Procedures for 

Public Notice of Call for Bids Chapter 6, Bidder Prequalification 

Procedures for Transportation Projects and Chapter 8, Award and 

Execution of Contract. 

According to WYDOT, its procurement process is considered the 

benchmark for other state and local agencies and that other agencies 

often request WYDOT’s assistance through education programs and 

consultations in the construction of their own procurement processes.  

Functionally, WYDOT’s bidding process is as follows: 

“Upon finalizing the plans and bid package, the agency 

estimates the construction costs to determine reasonable bid 

prices that will serve as the basis for award consideration.  

Each project is advertised for four weeks, and any pre-qualified 

contractor may purchase and download the electronic bid 

package.  Although contractors use electronic bid software, a 

notarized paper copy is also submitted the morning of the bid 
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letting.  The bids received are opened and reviewed for 

irregularities and completeness.  Bids are read to the public, 

and an apparent low bidder is announced.  WYDOT personnel 

review all bids and prepare a recommendation of award, which 

is given to the Transportation Commission for consideration.”  

Procuring Professional Engineering Services 

In addition, there are specific federal and state statutory 

requirements administered through WYDOT’s policies and 

procedures regarding the utilization of outside engineering 

services.  The agency uses a qualification-based selection process 

as required by federal law.  Specifically, informal selection can be 

performed for consultant services that will not exceed $150,000, 

and at least three qualified firms must be considered from the 

WYDOT registry.  In instances where the consultant services will 

exceed $150,000, a selection committee of three individuals is 

appointed to establish criteria and factors for consideration.  

According to WYDOT: 

“WYDOT starts with a sizable list of firms who have submitted 

a general statement of interest for the chosen work type and 

solicits everyone on the list to submit a letter of interest.   The 

letter of interest request is also posted on the WYDOT web 

page, after which a formal selection meeting is held to consider 

all letters of interest.  If federal funds are not involved, the 

selection committee evaluates and ranks the firms based their 

statements of interest.  If federal funds are involved, then a 

minimum of 5 firms are given a request for proposal, and the 

selection committee evaluates and ranks the firms based on the 

returned proposal…Once a consultant has been selected, 

negotiations are completed to determine the final scope of 

work and cost.” 

Contract awards 

Due to current department staffing levels, WYDOT is often 

required to hire consultants to assist in the design process. 

Contractors may be hired to work on a single project or as a part of 

a master agreement with WYDOT, which allows the agency to 

assign work quickly based upon the types of activities that are 

previously agreed upon by both the contractor and the department.  

Larger firms may also subcontract to other local firms for specific 

aspects of the design process.  
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Potential Evaluation Questions 

If the Committee decides to move forward with a full evaluation of 

WYDOT Engineering’s public involvement and project design 

process, the scope of the evaluation could include the following 

areas of study: 

1.) What additional agencies aside from the Federal Highway 

Administration provide oversight to WYDOT projects and do 

these other agencies’ requirements impact context sensitive 

solution adoption for more projects? 

2.) How do WYDOT’s funding levels affect its ability to 

implement community solutions and enhancements into project 

design? 

3.) How does consideration of context sensitive solutions impact 

project planning timelines, preparations, and individual project 

costs? 

4.) How do WYDOT’s design planning and bidding processes 

vary from private transportation engineering firms and/or 

WYDOT contractors? 

5.) How do WYDOT’s current public and stakeholder 

involvement practices align with industry best practices for 

individual project planning and design development? 
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Appendix A 

CFR 450.210 

Title 23 Highways 

Chapter I Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation 

Subchapter E Planning and Research (Parts 420 – 490) 

Part 450 Planning Assistance and Standards (§§ 450.100 – 450.340) 

Subpart B Statewide and Nonmetropolitan Transportation 

Planning and Programming ((§§ 450.200 – 450.226) 

Section 450.210 

§ 450.210 Interested parties, public involvement, and consultation. 

(a) In carrying out the statewide transportation planning process, including development of the 

long-range statewide transportation plan and the STIP, the State shall develop and use a 

documented public involvement process that provides opportunities for public review and 

comment at key decision points.  

(1) The State's public involvement process at a minimum shall:  

(i) Establish early and continuous public involvement opportunities that provide 

timely information about transportation issues and decision-making processes to 

individuals, affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation 

employees, public ports, freight shippers, private providers of transportation 

(including intercity bus operators), representatives of users of public 

transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle 

transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, providers of freight 

transportation services, and other interested parties;  

(ii) Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in 

the development of the long-range statewide transportation plan and the STIP;  

(iii) Provide adequate public notice of public involvement activities and time for 

public review and comment at key decision points, including a reasonable 

opportunity to comment on the proposed long-range statewide transportation plan 

and STIP;  

(iv) To the maximum extent practicable, ensure that public meetings are held at 

convenient and accessible locations and times;  

(v) To the maximum extent practicable, use visualization techniques to describe 

the proposed long-range statewide transportation plan and supporting studies;  
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(vi) To the maximum extent practicable, make public information available in 

electronically accessible format and means, such as the World Wide Web, as 

appropriate to afford reasonable opportunity for consideration of public 

information;  

(vii) Demonstrate explicit consideration and response to public input during the 

development of the long-range statewide transportation plan and STIP;  

(viii) Include a process for seeking out and considering the needs of those 

traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems, such as low-income 

and minority households, who may face challenges accessing employment and 

other services; and  

(ix) Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement 

process to ensure that the process provides full and open access to all interested 

parties and revise the process, as appropriate.  

(2) The State shall provide for public comment on existing and proposed processes for 

public involvement in the development of the long-range statewide transportation plan 

and the STIP. At a minimum, the State shall allow 45 calendar days for public review and 

written comment before the procedures and any major revisions to existing procedures 

are adopted. The State shall provide copies of the approved public involvement process 

document(s) to the FHWA and the FTA for informational purposes.  

(3) With respect to the setting of targets, nothing in this part precludes a State from 

considering comments made as part of the State's public involvement process.  

(b) The State shall provide for nonmetropolitan local official participation in the development of 

the long-range statewide transportation plan and the STIP. The State shall have a documented 

process(es) for cooperating with nonmetropolitan local officials representing units of general 

purpose local government and/or local officials with responsibility for transportation that is 

separate and discrete from the public involvement process and provides an opportunity for their 

participation in the development of the long-range statewide transportation plan and the STIP. 

Although the FHWA and the FTA shall not review or approve this cooperative process(es), the 

State shall provide copies of the process document(s) to the FHWA and the FTA for 

informational purposes.  

(1) At least once every 5 years, the State shall review and solicit comments from 

nonmetropolitan local officials and other interested parties for a period of not less than 60 

calendar days regarding the effectiveness of the cooperative process and any proposed 

changes. The State shall direct a specific request for comments to the State association of 

counties, State municipal league, regional planning agencies, or directly to 

nonmetropolitan local officials.  

(2) The State, at its discretion, is responsible for determining whether to adopt any 

proposed changes. If a proposed change is not adopted, the State shall make publicly 



July 2017 

18 

available its reasons for not accepting the proposed change, including notification to 

nonmetropolitan local officials or their associations.  

(c) For each area of the State under the jurisdiction of an Indian Tribal government, the State 

shall develop the long-range statewide transportation plan and STIP in consultation with the 

Tribal government and the Secretary of the Interior. States shall, to the extent practicable, 

develop a documented process(es) that outlines roles, responsibilities, and key decision points for 

consulting with Indian Tribal governments and Department of the Interior in the development of 

the long-range statewide transportation plan and the STIP.  

(d) To carry out the transportation planning process required by this section, a Governor may 

establish and designate RTPOs to enhance the planning, coordination, and implementation of the 

long-range statewide transportation plan and STIP, with an emphasis on addressing the needs of 

nonmetropolitan areas of the State. In order to be treated as an RTPO for purposes of this Part, 

any existing regional planning organization must be established and designated as an RTPO 

under this section.  

(1) Where established, an RTPO shall be a multijurisdictional organization of 

nonmetropolitan local officials or their designees who volunteer for such organization 

and representatives of local transportation systems who volunteer for such organization.  

(2) An RTPO shall establish, at a minimum:  

(i) A policy committee, the majority of which shall consist of nonmetropolitan 

local officials, or their designees, and, as appropriate, additional representatives 

from the State, private business, transportation service providers, economic 

development practitioners, and the public in the region; and  

(ii) A fiscal and administrative agent, such as an existing regional planning and 

development organization, to provide professional planning, management, and 

administrative support.  

(3) The duties of an RTPO shall include:  

(i) Developing and maintaining, in cooperation with the State, regional long-range 

multimodal transportation plans;  

(ii) Developing a regional TIP for consideration by the State;  

(iii) Fostering the coordination of local planning, land use, and economic 

development plans with State, regional, and local transportation plans and 

programs;  

(iv) Providing technical assistance to local officials;  

(v) Participating in national, multistate, and State policy and planning 

development processes to ensure the regional and local input of nonmetropolitan 

areas;  
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(vi) Providing a forum for public participation in the statewide and regional 

transportation planning processes;  

(vii) Considering and sharing plans and programs with neighboring RTPOs, 

MPOs, and, where appropriate, Indian Tribal Governments; and  

(viii) Conducting other duties, as necessary, to support and enhance the statewide 

planning process under § 450.206.  

(4) If a State chooses not to establish or designate an RTPO, the State shall consult with 

affected nonmetropolitan local officials to determine projects that may be of regional 

significance. 
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Appendix B 

WYDOT Context Sensitive Amenities Policy 18-14 
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Appendix C 

WYDOT Public Involvement Policy 17-8 

 

 



WYDOT Engineering 

25 

 

 

 



July 2017 

26 

 

 

 



WYDOT Engineering 

27 

 

 


	WYDOT Engineering Scoping Cover 7.14.2017
	WYDOT Scoping Final 7.21.2017



